
September 8, 2020                              KIWASSEE NEWSLETTER                            Presiding: C. 
Guillemette 

Greeter/Invocator: R. Phillips                   Editor: M. Briggs                     Today’s Zoom meeting 
attendance: 30 

note: Copy and paste the following link to sign up to greet and give the invocation at our Zoom 
meetings: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yTkH9cq-vaPLj547cEbYj-4V9V0cuTDTVZ-
2S7yC7WI/edit?usp=sharing 

ALERTS: Carol Anne Guillemette's new email address is carolanne.guillemette21@gmail.com. The 
direct link to the Midland Area Schools Chromebook Replacement Fund 
is https://www.midlandfoundation.org/fund/chromebookreplacementfund/. Support the Midland Area 
CROP Walk by visiting Martha Briggs's 
webpage: https://www.crophungerwalk.org/midlandmi/marthajasperbriggs?tab=MyPage. 

CALENDAR 

September 15: Odd-numbered Committee Reports (Audit, Club News & PR, Membership, Human & 
Spiritual Values, Senior Youth 

September 17: Saginaw Twp Golf Outing, Apple Mountain, 10 am (led Roger know by Friday, 9/11 if 
you're interested (R. Briggs) 

September 17: Kiwassee Board of Directors meeting via Zoom, noon (submit agenda items to CarolAnne 
by Friday 9/11) (C. Guillemette) 

September 17: Distributing dinner meals at the Red Oak Restaurant, Sanford; 4:15 pm (let Martha know 
by Friday, 9/11)(M. Briggs) 

September 22: Even-number Committee Reports (Club Meetings, Community Service, Fundraising, 
Junior Youth, YCP1)  

May 20, 2021: PAO (Personal Assistance Options) Celebrity Art Gala & Silent Auction (K. Allen) 

MEMBER NEWS and ANNOUNCEMENTS: Penny Ecarius shared a thank-you note from the Midland 
County Health Department for Young Children Priority One's generous $1000 donation for the purchase of 
car seats. Roger Briggs encourages members to play in the Saginaw Township Kiwanis Club's annual golf 
outing at Apple Mountain, Thursday, September 17. Traditionally, Kiwassee has sent a team or sponsored a 
tee. Let Roger know by Friday 9/11 if you're interested. Martha Briggs asked members to support the 
CROP Walk, which is virtual this year. Donating on line is easy: visit her page 
at https://www.crophungerwalk.org/midlandmi/marthajasperbriggs?tab=MyPage. If you prefer to 
write a check, make it out to CWS/CROP and send it to her at 4380 N. Francis Shores, Sanford, MI 
48657. Jim Morgan has encouraged Larry McCoy and Gene Moore to attend our Zoom meetings; please 
encourage other members to join us if they haven't been on Zoom lately! CarolAnne reminded members of 
the Kiwassee Board of Directors that the monthly meeting via Zoom is Thursday, September 17. Please 
send agenda items to her by Friday--another end-of-the-week deadline! 

PROGRAM: CarolAnne introduced Heather Crowl, Scholarship Coordinator & Impact Assistant at the 
Midland Area Community Foundation. She has worked at the Foundation since 2002, beginning as 
Accounting Clerk before serving as Christmas Dinner Coordinator and Scholarship Coordinator. She 
assumed her current position in 2019. Heather is married with two daughters. She joined us today to talk 
about the many scholarships administered by the Foundation.  



First up: an invitation to join other scholarship reviewers from mid-March through mid-April 2021. Heather 
explained that there is a significant need for volunteers to vet students' applications for over 200 
scholarships available through the MACF. A single scholarship can draw anywhere from 5 to 100 
applications; many are eliminated immediately for a variety of practical reasons. Each application includes 
transcripts, letters of recommendation, and an essay. You can do the reviewing on line and at your own 
pace; ultimately, a small committee will work together to make the final selection(s) for a particular 
scholarship, work that can also be done on line via Zoom or another format. 

Last year, MCAF received 500 applications and awarded 320 to 230 students. The essay the student writes 
is general, and Heather and her assistants match the scholarships with the students. If a particular 
scholarship requires a sharper focus, Heather/assistants will ask the student to submit an additional, more 
specific essay. A student can submit as many applications as they wish, but may only receive one or two 
scholarships. If someone has been selected for more than two, they will receive the 2 highest-value ones, 
and the Foundation will look for students to receive the others.  

The majority of scholarships vary in value from $1000 to $10,000, with the average value $1500 to $2500. 
Once a student accepts the offer of a scholarship, they must complete and send a Scholarship Distribution 
Form that includes the name and address of the college, as well as the tuition deadline. Heather explained 
that, due to COVID complications, a student can defer a scholarship they received this year until next year. 

Nancy Stark has chaired several MACF scholarship review committees and offered some valuable insights 
into the selection process. She also urged Kiwassee members to encourage their 
children/grandchildren/children of family/children of friends to apply for one or more of the MACF 
scholarships: with the cost of a college education increasing every year, the monies students receive can 
reduce the financial burden the student and their family incur. We've all read the horror stories of students 
graduating from college with a lifetime of student loan payments.  

If you're interested in helping with the scholarship selection process next spring, contact Heather at 
hcrowl@midlandfoundationorg or call her at 839-9661.  

                          Watch for an email from Martha with this week's Happy Dollars -- there was lots of 
good news this week! 

WRAP-UP & REMINDERS:  Next week's Greeter/Invoker hasn't signed up--remember that you can 
sign up to greet folks as they enter the Zoom meeting and provide the invocation-just copy and 
paste https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yTkH9cq-vaPLj547cEbYj-4V9V0cuTDTVZ-
2S7yC7WI/edit?usp=sharing. Next week's program is Odd-numbered Committee Reports: plan to keep 
your presentation 3-5 minutes tops: note committee members and focus on what you've done this year and 
what you plan to do next year. Board of Directors, remember to send your agenda items to CarolAnne by 
Friday 9/11 for next Thursday's BOD meeting via Zoom at noon. Contact Carol Anne if you'd like to give 
a 5-minute "Know Your Kiwanian" or "My Flood Experience." Keep track of what your Happy 
Dollars donation would be if we were meeting in person, and Carol Anne will consult Al Forster to 
determine the best way for members to settle up. 

Visit https://www.midlandfoundation.org/fund/chromebookreplacementfund/, the direct page for the 
MPS/Kiwassee Chromebook Replacement Fund, and 
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/midlandmi/marthajasperbriggs?tab=MyPage to support the CROP 
Walk.  

	


