
September 15, 2020            KIWASSEE NEWSLETTER                 Presiding: C. Guillemette 

Greeter/Invocator: B. Rayce        Editor: Cronenberger                     Today’s Zoom meeting 
attendance: 35 

note: Copy and paste the following link to sign up to greet and give the invocation at our Zoom 
meetings: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yTkH9cq-vaPLj547cEbYj-4V9V0cuTDTVZ-
2S7yC7WI/edit?usp=sharing 

ANNOUNCMENT:  With great sadness and regret, President Carolanne announced the untimely death of 
Roger Briggs yesterday in a motorcycle accident in Arkansas.  Martha asks that you please do not call her, 
but texts and emails are acceptable if you would like to reach out to her. 

CALENDAR 

September 17: Kiwassee Board of Directors meeting via Zoom, noon (submit agenda items to CarolAnne 
by Friday 9/11) (C. Guillemette) 

September 22: Even-number Committee Reports (Club Meetings, Community Service, Fundraising, 
Junior Youth, YCP1)  

May 20, 2021: PAO (Personal Assistance Options) Celebrity Art Gala & Silent Auction  

NEWS and ANNOUNCEMENTS: The direct link to the Midland Area Schools Chromebook 
Replacement Fund is https://www.midlandfoundation.org/fund/chromebookreplacementfund/. Support 
the Midland Area CROP Walk by visiting Martha Briggs's 
webpage: https://www.crophungerwalk.org/midlandmi/marthajasperbriggs? tab=MyPage. 

Today we were asked to dedicate a meal in memory of Roger Briggs on Monday, Sept. 21, in Sanford.  Six 
more volunteers are needed to pack, assemble and distribute the meals.   Masks are required.   People drive 
up in their cars to request a meal, and we take the meal to the car.  Meals are distributed from Cole's 
Wreckers in Sanford.  Visit https://signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4eafae2dabfec07-meal to sign up. 

The menu to serve 150 people: chili with toppings, cornbread, coleslaw, mandarin orange, dessert(already 
claimed).  If you wish to contribute a food item you can also use signupgenius, shown above.  Food 
contributions can be taken to Duane and Terry Townley's at 6112 Siebert St. by 2:00 pm on Monday or 
directly to Cole's in Sanford. 

If you wish to make a monetary donation for purchasing the supplies for the meal make our a check to 
Islamic Center of Midland and mail it to Umbareen Jamil, 2173 E. Mockingbird Lane, Midland 
48640.  The Islamic Center is serving as fiduciary for the project.  It is a 401c3 and your donation is tax-
deductible.  Martha wrote neither Kiwanis club is sponsoring this event--individuals are--I just know where 
to find a concentration of volunteers.  The Midland Area Faith Friends and the Islamic Center of Midland 
have been distributing weekly meals to food victims and volunteers since early July. 

PROGRAM:    Brian Goodwill , chair of  Human & Spiritual Values committee.  Brian recalled when 
Carolanne challenged committee chairs last year to do a service project during a club meeting.  In 
December we therefore decorated wooden nativity sets at a meeting for the Salvation Army to give to 
folks.  Speakers to our meetings included representatives from Reece Endeavor, the Midland city manager, 
and from the Disability Network.  The committee contributed to fund raising events by the Arc of Midland 
and the Children's Grief Center.  Kiwassee members were strong supporters again last year of the S.A. 
Christmas bell ringing.  The Army is getting ready for this year's campaign, some of which might be virtual 
in keeping with the times. 



Phil Sarnacke,  chair of Senior Youth committee gave us a review of the activities of the 11 
members.  One of our favorite Kiwanis partners, the Dow High Key Club, is in suspended status as a result 
of the Covid-19 impact on the school system.  The committee had a budget for this year of $5,000 but was 
only able to fund four projects, again because of the disruptions throughout the society.  They did give 
$1,000 to a Key Club Leadership training trip earlier in the year.  They also gave the Salvation Army 
SHARE program $650, the West Midland Family COP $500 and made a donation of $125 to the 
Children’s Grief Center.                                                                                   The committee brought in 
some really good speakers from WMFC Dow COP, Windover School, Self Love Beauty, and the MPS 
superintendent Mike Sharow.  We have recently learned through Mr. Sharow that Covid-19 related costs to 
the system have been $5.5 million, of which only about $1.7 million so far has been recovered from 
government grants. 

Carolanne herself took the lead on Membership Development.  At the start of  2019 we had 74 members 
and ended the year with 69.  Five members have resigned so far this year, and we have two new 
additions.  A number of members have been calling folks who haven't joined us on Zoom, with some 
success.  Carolanne pointed out what is important right now to the health of the organization is to work on 
maintaining our relationships with each other, cameraderie.  She pointed out that we have been fortunate to 
have some really good speakers this year who are typically hard to get because the Zoom program has 
made it easy for them to join us right from wherever they are and not have to disrupt their schedule with 
travel.                                                  She reminds people who are planning to be committee chairs next 
year to be sure to confirm that with Kim and Crystalee.                                                

WRAP-UP & REMINDERS:  Next week's Greeter/Invoker hasn't signed up--remember that you can 
sign up to greet folks as they enter the Zoom meeting and provide the invocation-just copy and 
paste https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yTkH9cq-vaPLj547cEbYj-4V9V0cuTDTVZ-
2S7yC7WI/edit?usp=sharing. Next week's program is Odd-numbered Committee Reports: plan to keep 
your presentation 3-5 minutes tops: note committee members and focus on what you've done this year and 
what you plan to do next year. Board of Directors, remember to send your agenda items to CarolAnne by 
Friday 9/11 for next Thursday's BOD meeting via Zoom at noon. Contact Carol Anne if you'd like to give 
a 5-minute "Know Your Kiwanian" or "My Flood Experience." Keep track of what your Happy 
Dollars donation would be if we were meeting in person, and Carol Anne will consult Al Forster to 
determine the best way for members to settle up. 

Visit https://www.midlandfoundation.org/fund/chromebookreplacementfund/, the direct page for the 
MPS/Kiwassee Chromebook Replacement Fund, 
and https://www.crophungerwalk.org/midlandmi/marthajasperbriggs?tab=MyPage to support 
the CROP Walk.  

	


