
September 29, 2020            KIWASSEE NEWSLETTER                 Presiding: C. Guillemette 

Greeter/Invocation: S. Bender       Editor: Cronenberger                    

note: Copy and paste the following link to sign up to greet and give the invocation at our Zoom 
meetings: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yTkH9cq-vaPLj547cEbYj-4V9V0cuTDTVZ-
2S7yC7WI/edit?usp=sharing 

GUESTS:  Joanna Keenan representing Isabella Bank.  Deb & Steve Witt, along with Fred Gray,   from 
the Thomas Township Kiwanis club. 

ANNOUNCMENTS:  Martha Briggs sent us all an email note very early this morning expressing 
thanks for the love and support so many have given her.  It was so in keeping with her warmth and 
kindness.  As announced earlier, a memorial service for Roger Briggs will be held on October 3rd at First 
United Methodist Church in Midland.  Visitation is from 1:00 until 3:00.  Service at 3:00. 

Martha also included information on how to donate to Crop Walk .  You can visit her personal page: 
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/midlandmi/marthajasperbriggs?tab=MyPage; or you can mail a 
check to CWS/CROP to her at 4380 N. Francis Shores Av, Sanford, MI 48657 

PROGRAM:   President Carolanne's 'YEAR IN REVIEW" 

Her opening remark pretty well summed it all up: It was a very unusual year.  She then proceeded to give 
us highlights from each month.  In October, 2019, her strategy was to continue established plans and 
introduce new ones.  She introduced the "Know Your Kiwanian" program.  Some 25 members have told us 
more about themselves.  Committees were asked to come up with a "hands on" project to be worked on at a 
club meeting. 

The highlights of November were the Candy & Nuts program kickoff, the Santa Parade, and the start of 
Salvation Army bell ringing.  Unfortunately, that month our caterer, Pat, suffered injury in a serious car 
accident.  The scramble was on for alternative meal planning.   

In December we had an amazing Christmas party.  We also put on the annual Central Park Elementary 
Christmas party, replete with our own wonderful Santa.  "Home made" donuts were distributed to the 
children.  We also participated in one at Eagle Village. 

A "hands on" project in January saw us cutting up jeans for the book bags project.  That is continuing, and 
Penny has opportunities for sewers.  The highlight of the meal planning efforts was the week one didn't 
show up.  We gained a small appreciation for those who lack assured access to food. 

The warm spot of the month of February is Valentine's Day.  We had a wonderful party to celebrate it.  We 
had a jeans/tote bag sewing event at the county building. 

In March we had our traditional kickoffs of the flags program and the golf tournament.  BUT, Covid-19 
struck and we were forced to completely change the way we do things as a club.  Kim and Carolanne got us 
organized and preparing to use Zoom for our meetings.                                   

April saw us holding our first Zoom meeting.  We were forced to cancel the flags program and the golf 
tournament.  We felt it was inappropriate to approach people seeking funds in the current 
environment.  The International convention was cancelled, the first time since World War II. 



Our club elections were held on Zoom for the first time in May. Club Committees regrouped and prepared 
for the coming year.  And of course, the dams were breached!  Some of our members suffered serious 
damage and loss. 

In June we committed to placing flags in public forums in honor of the Fourth of July. We introduced the 
"chat room" concept, which is very nice. 

A very successful highway pickup on M20 was executed one Saturday in July.  The Kiwassee Foundation 
established a Chromebook fund to replace those lost at Midland schools due to the flooding.  The 
Foundation kicked in the first $10,000 and we so far have raised $54,500 toward the goal of $70,000.  To 
contribute, refer to the  link at the bottom of the page. Kiwanians began participating with meal relief 
programs for flood victims.  To sign up to 
volunteer:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4eafae2dabfec07-meal 

More volunteer opportunities were revealed in August, along with continuation of the hot meal program in 
Sanford.  The Kiwassee board voted to continue the online meeting forum from month to month consistent 
with Governor Whitmer's directions. 

September saw the year-end reporting by the various committees.  We accomplished quite a bit under the 
circumstances.  And that was Carolanne's take, too:  it was a challenging year for individuals and society as 
a whole.  But we confronted the issues and dealt with them.  The most important thing was we all 
participated by coming together, contributing to the community, and persevering as a strong organization. 

  

                                              

Visit https://www.midlandfoundation.org/fund/chromebookreplacementfund/, the direct page for the 
MPS/Kiwassee Chromebook Replacement Fund, 

	


