
Kiwassee continues to meet each Tuesday online via Zoom, with Kim Clark & Crystalee 
Keahey facilitating this virtual gathering. Watch your email for Crystalee's or Kim's weekly 
meeting reminder and click on the Kiwanis logo, which will take you directly to the 
meeting. Questions? Contact Crystalee at crystalee.keahey@primroseretirement.com or 
Kim at kclark@midlandesa.org. 
Check Kim Clark's 10-13-2020 email for an attachment that shows who will greet and provide 
the invocation at the October '20 through the April '21 meetings--there's no longer an on-
line sign-up sheet! That email also includes the schedule for our 2020-21 meetings.  
November 17, 2020                 KIWASSEE NEWSLETTER                    Presiding: K Clark 
Greeter/Invocation: M. Cronenberger              Editor: M. Briggs               Attendance: 44--65% of 
our membership! Spread the news and invite other Kiwassee members to join us! Also, we had 
several guests today: Jim Pollack standing in for Nancy, Al Burmester's better half 
Sandy, Bruce's lovely bride Carey, and Duane Townley's brilliant partner Terry! Welcome, one 
and all!! 
CALENDAR 
Nov. 19: Kiwassee Board of Directors meeting via Zoom; watch for Kim's email with the agenda 
and link to the meeting. (K. Clark) 
Nov. 28 & Dec. 19: Salvation Army bell-ringing at Kroger; sign up at the following link: (B. 
Goodwill) 
https://docs.google.com/ spreadsheets/d/ 1zLvqd3h8AIcF4JmbwjD-QN3deRps_ 
nQt76WUobFmBik/edit?usp= sharing 
Dec. 1-17: "Thommy the Elf's Holiday Arcstravaganza, sponsored by the Arc of Midland. 
Visit thearcofmidland.org for details! (R. Baker) note: the "Thommy's Sugar o'Spaghetti 
Dinner" has been cancelled. The other 3 events are still scheduled.  
Dec. 9: deadline for Christmas nut and candy orders-email yours to rjellum@sbcglobal.net. (D. 
Jellum) 
https://docs.google.com/ spreadsheets/d/ 1zLvqd3h8AIcF4JmbwjD-QN3deRps_ 
nQt76WUobFmBik/edit?usp= sharing 
MEMBER NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS: (note: A few of these announcements were made at the 
end of today's meeting; they're here because, well, they're announcements.) 
Mike Cronenberger: Andrea Secrease underwent successful surgery and is back at home 
recovering. In other North Midland Family Center news, Mike has initiated a fundraiser for the 
Center; send a check in any amount to him (6208 Pebblestone, Midland 48640) and he will 
match the donations up to a particular amount! Questions? contact him 
at cronenml@gmail.com. 
Bruce Rayce: If you haven't already done so, please make your annual $45 (or higher) donation 
to the Michigan District of Kiwanis Foundation, which supports three children's hospitals around 
the state. Send your check to Bruce Rayce, 2565 Whippoorwill Hollow, Midland 48642. He will 
request the difference between donations and our expected club gift at Thursday's BOD 
meeting.  
Kim Clark: Welcome to our many guests! The 2020-21 member tri-fold is almost ready. Martha 
sent an email today (11-17) with the two documents that make up the tri-fold. Please check it for 
corrections, especially in your contact information. Send any changes as soon as possible 
to nstark1801@aol.com. The Kiwassee Board of Directors meets via Zoom Thursday, November 
19, at noon. Kim will send an email with agenda details. Veterans, remember to send a service 
photo to Kim for next week's guessing game! (kclark@midlandesa.org) Happiest birthday 
greetings to Kathy Allen and Bruce Rayce, who will celebrate Friday & Sunday, 
respectively...forever young, those two!  
PROGRAM: Michael Sharrow, Midland Public Schools Superintendent 
Sharrow provided an update on both the ChromeBook project and the district's response to the 
uptick in COVID cases in Michigan.  
The Chromebooks arrived yesterday! Sharrow thanked the club for spearheading the successful 
campaign to replace 250 student Chromebooks damaged by the May flood. Shifting to COVID, 
he noted that March 13, when schools closed, and November 13, when MPS made the decision 



to shut down in-person instruction, were both Fridays...this has certainly been a challenging 
several months, and it looks like the challenges will continue. 
Students and teachers will be online from Monday, November 23 through Monday, January 18, 
the end of the first semester. District leaders will meet on December 9, the last day of Governor 
Whitmer's 3-week shutdown, to determine if K-8 students can return to face-to-face instruction. 
A pause of face-to-face learning will be especially hard on K-8 students, most of whom are not 
confident independent learners. In addition, remote learning is hard for students with special 
needs and lower-ability students of all ages. The good news is that, unlike last spring's remote 
learning, which was put together quickly and under duress, students and teachers are using 
CANVAS, a learning management service the district purchased last spring and trained teachers 
in its use over the summer and into the fall.  
For second semester, parents can elect to keep their students in face-to-face learning or switch 
to remote learning. Sharrow expects the number of families electing remote learning will 
increase. The district has seen an increase in exposures and cases that reflects a spike in 
Midland County over the last four weeks. The Midland County Health Department wants kids in 
school: it's a controlled environment, with students lining up outside, socially distanced, before 
entering the building, where their temperature is checked before they head for their classrooms. 
Buses transport fewer students and each one has an assigned seat. Also, thanks to COVID 
funds from the CARES Act and a hefty fund balance, the District was able to upgrade air 
filtration and scrubbing devices in school buildings. Additional staff hires have helped with 
maintaining a clean environment.  
Sharrow said the district needs more substitutes, the number having dropped from 110 last year 
to 55 this year. Interested? visit www.midlandps.org! He anticipates vaccines will be available to 
students this spring. Understanding that well-being influences achievement, the district has 
implemented wellness programs for both staff and students. Sharrow noted that everyone is 
navigating uncharted territory, "We're doing the best we can." 
REMINDERS:  
Pay your Happy Dollars to Al Forster. Write a separate check from your dues payment, and 
indicate on the memo line that the check is for Happy Dollars. Contact Kim Clark 
(kclark@midlandesa.org) to do a "Getting to Know Your Kiwanian" segment: she has two 
openings! 
Next week's greeter/invocator is Joe Downey, and the program is the Michigan District of 
Kiwanis Foundation. 
	


