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Greeter/Invocator/Flag Pledger: M. Feider             Editor: M. Briggs               Attendance: 41 
CALENDAR 
Dec. 1-17: "Thommy the Elf's Holiday Arcstravaganza, sponsored by the Arc of Midland. 
Visit thearcofmidland.org for details! (R. Baker) note: "Thommy's Sugar o'Spaghetti 
Dinner" has been cancelled. The other three events are still scheduled.  
Dec. 9: deadline for Christmas nut and candy orders-email yours to rjellum@sbcglobal.net. (D. 
Jellum) 
Dec. 10: MI District Governor Fran's Fireside Chat via Zoom at 7 pm! Meeting ID: 884 2786 1503 
Password: MIKiwanis (K. Clark) 
Dec 19: Salvation Army bell-ringing at Kroger; sign up on the link below. (B. Goodwill)        
      https://docs.google.com/ spreadsheets/d/ 1zLvqd3h8AIcF4JmbwjD-QN3deRps_ 
nQt76WUobFmBik/edit?usp= sharing 
MEMBER NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS: (note: Again, no matter when they were made during 
the meeting, all announcements are here because, well, they're announcements.) 
Dick Jellum: Nut and Candy orders are due December 9; Dick will place the order on the 10th 
and have everything ready for pick-up at his house on the 20th. Watch your email for details. 
(rjellum@sblobal.net or 631-3768) 
Rudy Phillips: Junior Youth meets today after the Zoom meeting--stay on board! 
Bruce Rayce: the Kiwassee Foundation meets today after the Zoom meeting: leave the club 
meeting and click on the link Bruce sent to you. 
Kim Clark: Check out MI District Governor Fran's Fireside Chat Thursday, Dec. 10, at 7 pm. See 
the calendar for the meeting ID and password. Remember to wear red for next week's Zoom 
meeting as we enjoy Santa Fred's program, "Ho Ho Holy Land." And be sure to wear festive 
apparel when we celebrate the season at our December 22 meeting. Roger Moll corrected the 
information he provided last week concerning editing your member information on the 
portalbuzz website: you can't. Only Kim, Roger, and Karen Adams can because they're the big 
kahuna administrators. See one of them if your profile needs changes. 
PROGRAM: Captain Brian Goodwill, Human and Spiritual Values-Salvation Army Update: "2020 
Has Been So Different" 
Brian provided details about both ongoing and COVID-related initiatives that serve struggling 
families: 
1. School: Ordinarily, the SA offers a before-and-after school service that includes M-F round-
trip transportation to area schools. In the wake of school closings due to the COVID pandemic 
last spring, they  expanded to allow onsite virtual learning by upgrading their WIFI to 
accommodate up to 10 students on a computer at a time. They can easily switch between the 
before-and-after school format when schools are open and the day-long format when schools 
close. Either way, parents drop off their kids at 7:30 am and pick them up by 5:30.  
2. Red Kettle Campaign: This popular annual fundraiser continues, with a few adjustments. 
Reliable ringers for years, Kiwassee members will be at Kroger from 10 am - 7 pm this Saturday; 
see the link in the December 19 calendar item to sign up for a one-hour (or longer) shift! 
note: This Saturday (December 12), a generous anonymous donor will match up to $3000 funds 
raised throughout town, so feed a kettle or two that day! Also, Aktion Club will be ringing from 3-
7 pm that day...come and watch us ring virtually with our "Ring-a-Ling" signs! 
Brian offered an alternative to the in-person passing of the Kettle at our Holiday 
Party: visit give.salvationarmyusa.org/team/333311 to make a donation to our local Salvation 
Army Center. You can also send a check to PO Box 1447, Midland MI 48641-1447. 
Folks who already have sent a donation to SA should let Brian know, and he’ll keep an eye out 
for those donations and ear mark them as the Kiwassee kettle income 
3. Adopt-a-Family: Kiwassee adopts a family through this program every year; this year, a 
couple and their 9- and 2-year old sons will receive a gift card for food, clothing, toys, and 
household and personal care items. Due to COVID, families who are not adopted in 2020 will 
submit ideas; SA staff will do the shopping; and families will drive to the Center, show their id, 
and pick up their gifts. This year, Matt Place recruited more sponsors than SA had families who 



needed them!  Most years, about 1/3 of families who sign up get adopted, but this year it’s 
closer to 80%. 
4. Shop With a Hero: Traditionally, twenty children are selected to join First Responders to shop 
for others, such as their parents, friends, siblings, even pets. This year, the children will write 
letters to Santa, and with Meijer elves and Santa’s will be delivering to The Salvation Army where 
families will briefly meet them and pick up their items  
5. Thanksgiving: Each year, SA collaborates with the Midland Country Club to provide a 
complete Thanksgiving meal. This year, the team worked in the SA's kitchen Thanksgiving 
morning, where MCC's chef roasted the turkeys and prepared the gravy, and SA staff provided 
the potatoes, beans, and rolls. They assembled 188 to-go meals and delivered them drive-up 
style in the Center parking lot.  
6. Sharing Tree: When the United Way moved to a smaller building and could no longer host this 
program, the agencies, non-profits, schools, and churches took over. They helped folks apply 
for gifts, wrote out the tags, and had volunteers hang the tags, check in the gifts, and deliver 
them to the recipients. The United Way funds unclaimed tags.  This year's effort was more 
difficult than previous years due to its many moving parts. While the agencies and organizations 
took over the majority of the work involved in making this initiative happen, the United Way helps 
with some of the online database aspects and printing costs for tags 
 
(When congratulated for many jobs well done, Brian humbly deflected the praise to his 
exceptional staff. :-) 
REMINDERS:  
Thanks to Captain Brian for a thorough update on the Midland Salvation Army many initiatives 
that serve folks with the greatest needs. Next week's Greeter/Invocator/Flag Pledger is Chuck 
Gartner, and the program will be provided by Santa Fred. Remember to wear red!! 
	


