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Greeter/Invocator/Flag Pledger: C. Gartner             Editor: M. Briggs               Attendance: 42 
CALENDAR 
Dec. 17: Kiwassee Board of Directors meeting at noon via Zoom; watch for an email from Kim 
with the agenda and link to the meeting. 
Dec. 1-17: "Thommy the Elf's Holiday Arcstravaganza, sponsored by the Arc of Midland. 
Visit thearcofmidland.org for details! (R. Baker) note: "Thommy's Sugar o'Spaghetti 
Dinner" has been cancelled. The other three events are still scheduled.  
Dec 19: Salvation Army bell-ringing at Kroger; sign up on the link below. THERE ARE SEVERAL 
OPENINGS!! (B. Goodwill)        
      https://docs.google.com/ spreadsheets/d/ 1zLvqd3h8AIcF4JmbwjD-QN3deRps_ 
nQt76WUobFmBik/edit?usp= sharing 
MEMBER NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS: (note: Again, no matter when they were made during 
the meeting, all announcements are here because, well, they're announcements.) 
Dick Skochdopole: Dick's got his red on today--others do too! 
Chuck Gartner: Concerned that Dave Winegardner hasn't been on Zoom lately (and 
remembering the health crisis Dave faced at this time last year), Chuck inquired and learned that 
he's just been too busy with Trinity Lutheran Church's bell choir lately to Zoom with us. Whew! 
Duane Townley: Kim reported that Duane had a medical procedure and would miss today's 
meeting, but he joined us when he was finished! 
Mike Cronenberger: Mike's North Midland Family Center's matching challenge has reached 
$3000 and continues to grow! 
LaVerne Myers: After LaVerne dropped off a candy & nut flyer at Story Point for Duane Brooks, 
candy & nut orders from SP rolled in! 
Walt Rupprecht: after today's meeting, Walt talked to Gene Moore, who had back surgery in 
California Thanksgiving day and has been in rehab since. He's recovering nicely, physical 
therapy is going well, and will be back in Michigan next Wednesday! Martha will send a card. 
Kim Clark: Happy Birthday to Bill Kuehne, whose special day is today! Be sure to wear festive 
apparel when we celebrate the season at our December 22 first, and hopefully last, Virtual 
Christmas Party. The Kiwassee Board of Directors meets this Thursday at noon via Zoom. Kim 
will send an email with the link and agenda; watch for it.  
PROGRAM: Susan Love, "HO HO Holy Land" Santa Tour 
First Elf Susan (whose husband Dirk's alias is Santa), provided a lively and detailed glimpse into 
the spectacular trip a big group of Santas and their helpers took to the Holy Land last January. 
Our own Santa Fred Honerkamp worked with Travel Venture Tours to plan a six-day adventure 
of a lifetime after planting the idea with the student Santas at the fall 2019 session of Santa 
School. The group included Santas/Mrs. Santas/elves from the USA, Canada, Netherlands, 
Germany, and Romania. Susan took us through the entire trip, one day at a time. 
DAY 1--Jerusalem: a ride on the Santa train was followed by a busy parade with many stops, 
lots of photographers, and big crowds everywhere. Places visited included the Old City, which 
houses the quarters of four religions: Armenian, Christian, Jewish, and Muslim; the Church of the 
Sepulcher, maintained for the past 700 years by one family with duties passed to a male in 
subsequent generations; the Western Wall, aka the Wailing Wall, where petitioners pray and 
leave notes in the wall's cracks-Susan commented on the sacredness of the site, remarking that, 
"People's hearts are all over that wall"; Issa's Santa House, thoroughly decorated; and King 
David's Garden, where the group watched a video of the history of the Jewish people--it was 
projected on the wall of the garden. 
DAY 2--Jerusalem: First stop: the Jordan River, where an ordained Santa baptized or 
rededicated several in the group; the Sea of Galilee, seen from a boat fashioned after those the 
Apostles used and constructed larger to accommodate touring groups; Nazareth, which Susan 
said was "crazy with such an abundance of joyful humanity!" Everyone was delighted to see all 
the Santas and wanted their pictures taken with them. The Santas were part of a Greek 
Orthodox celebration that included a parade and fireworks. 



DAY 3--Bethlehem: the unexpected shooting down of a plane caused the parade to be 
cancelled, but the group did go to Bethlehem, where they had to surrender their passports. They 
visited a Jewish cemetery at the Mount of Olives and stepped into the Dead Sea--so salty one 
can float on TOP of the water if lying  perfectly flat. The Dead Sea mud is purported to be great 
for one's skin; a local was handing it out for all to try. They finished their tour with a visit to the 
Church of the Nativity. 
DAY 4--Jerusalem: The day started with the Santas toddling around on Segways, after which 
everyone enjoyed a tasting menu at the vibrant Yehuda Market (where Susan purchased 
remarkable spices she plans to replenish when she and Dirk return to Jerusalem one day). They 
enjoyed huge quantities of delicious foods at an Armenian banquet, and viewed a few exhibits 
at the Holocaust Museum, including the Wall of Names, which displays photos of nearly 
everyone lost during the Holocaust. Final stop: the Friends of Zion Museum.  
DAY 5--Jordan: Once again, the group surrendered their passports as they crossed into Jordan 
from Israel. Security was tight here: soldiers used mirrors to check under the busses (Susan 
observed that she found the presence of officers and soldiers made her feel both safe 
and unsettled at the same time). Mt. Nebo is the memorial to Moses, featuring a monument and 
several mosaics. From this vantage point, one can see Canaan, which Moses wouldn't live to 
see. On a clear day, one can see Bethlehem. The Byzantine St. George's Church is part 
of King's Highway. It features an ancient tile map in the floor that ancient travelers consulted to 
find their way to Palestine a la the "you are here" maps we've all seen at interstate rest stops.  
Along the way, Susan noticed many homes with exposed rebar around the roof and wondered 
why the residents didn't finish construction. The pieces of rebar are considered "Pillars of 
Hope," left exposed by the generation who built the story below in the confidence that their 
children will finish the next story--a tangible example of optimism. 
Petra, the next stop, is an ancient city that is part of the Silk Road, an ancient network of trade 
roads through the Middle and Far East. In its heyday, Petra boasted a population of 20,000. It is 
built into a mountain and is approached through a narrow gap between two high rock faces; the 
gap includes the aquifers that supply water to the city. Petra is populated by Bedouins, who rely 
on the tourist industry that has likely been limited in the wake of COVID. An important building is 
the Treasury. Contrary to its name, it is not a bank, but a huge mausoleum carved out of rock, 
with caves that serve as homes and tombs. The Treasury was a backdrop for Raiders of the Lost 
Ark!  
One slide showed a photo of Fred and Kathy riding camels like pros; after 8-10 miles of walking 
that day, Susan and Dirk made a "note to self: next time, ride the camels!" 
DAY 6--Wadi Rum: another popular desert film location, the last day's stop featured modern 
tourist accommodations like homes and geodesic domes. Camels were everywhere, as were 
numbers of Jordanian police officers that patrolled the area, once again making Susan feeling 
"gratefully unsettled." Even out of their suits, the Santas were highly recognizable (it's the 
beards). At the end of the last day of their trip, the group enjoyed a beautiful sunset and boarded 
the bus to head for Amman, from which they would depart to head home via Paris. 
Susan said this adventure gave the group a quick look at many important points of interest in 
Israel and Jordan rather than a deep, subermisve experience, which, along with the Yehuda 
Market's spices, is why she plans to return one day--and take Dirk with her! 
REMINDERS:  
Thanks to Susan for a fascinating presentation about her trip to the Holy Land! Next week's 
Greeter/Invocator/Flag Pledger is Captain Brian Goodwill, and the program will be provided by 
Santa Fred. Remember to wear festive clothing and accessories--preferably red and green! 
	


