
Kiwassee continues to meet each Tuesday online via Zoom, with Kim Clark 
& Crystalee Keahey facilitating this virtual gathering. Watch your email for 
Crystalee's or Kim's weekly meeting reminder. 
Questions? Contact Crystalee  at crystalee.keahey@primroseretirement.com or 
Kim at kclark@midlandesa.org. 
Check Kim Clark's 10-13-2020 email for an attachment that shows who will greet and 
provide the invocation at the October '20 through the April '21 meetings--there's no 
longer an on-line sign-up sheet! That email also includes the schedule for our 2020-21 
meetings.  
January 19, 2021        Greeter/Invocator/: M. Kent        Editor: M. 
Briggs        Attendance: 42, plus 5 guests  
Please MUTE YOURSELF FOR THE PLEDGE TO THE 
FLAG!                                                          
CALENDAR: January 21: Kiwassee Kiwanis Board of Directors meeting via Zoom, 
noon (K. Clark) 
February 2: Community Service meeting after Zoom club meeting (R. Moll) note: this is 
a correction from what Roger announced 
February 9: Golf Committee, 11:00 on Zoom (B. Sullivan) 
February 16: Virtual Valentine's Day Party! 
MEMBER NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
Dick Jellum: Please send your Candy & Nut Sales checks to Bill Krueger. Contact Dick 
with questions about your bill. (rjellum@sbcglobal.net) 
Bruce Rayce: The Kiwassee Kiwanis Foundation Board will meet after today's club 
meeting: stay on Zoom! 
Roger Moll: Dick promises to share the CS chair's secret handshake with Roger if you 
attend the committee meeting on February 2 immediately after the club meeting 
(note: not the 9th as previously announced). 
Duane Townley: This year's Valentine Party is Tuesday, February 16; "Love of 
Learning" will celebrate the successful fundraising effort to replace Midland Public 
Schools' 250 Chromebooks lost in the May floods. MPS representatives will be in on the 
event; please send your questions for them to Duane (dttown@aol.com). Also, he's 
looking for ideas to make the party festive; we will be brainstorming possibilities during 
our chat time at next week's Zoom meeting. In related news, last Friday's Midland Daily 
news featured a piece on the Chromebook Replacement Fund, with several thoughtful 
remarks from our own Bruce Rayce. Check it out--it's on the front page, above the fold, 
in the right-hand column, prime real estate for the most newsworthy articles! 
Kim Clark: Not only did Andrea Secrease have recent surgery, now she's enduring a 
tough time with COVID-sheesh! Happy Birthday to Heather McLaughlin (today) and 
CarolAnne Guillemette (Thursday)! The Kiwassee Foundation Board meets after today’s 
Zoom meeting. Watch for an email from Kim with the agenda for the Kiwassee Board of 
Directors meeting this Thursday, Jan. 21, at noon via Zoom.  
GUESTS:  We welcomed no fewer than FIVE guests at today's meeting: Division Lt. 
Governor Steve Witt of the Thomas Township Kiwanis Club, plus four folks representing 
ACT Uganda: Sue Waechter, Director of ACT U.S.; Judith Tukahirwe R.N., HEAL 
Manager, midwife, and Muko HOPE manager (orphan sponsorship program); Thomas 



Akwankasa, Assistant HEAL Manager; and Robin Stottlemyer, epidemiologist and US 
team leader.  
PROGRAM: ACT Uganda update, Sue Waechter and team members 
A regular guest at our meetings, Sue provided a quick review of ACT Uganda before 
turning the program over to Judith, Thomas, and Robin. 
ACT Uganda strives to enhance the spiritual, physical, economic and societal conditions 
in Uganda's rural MUKO Sub County in the southwestern-most region of Uganda. ACT 
serves a population of around 74,000 in 76 villages, guiding villagers as they identify and 
address issues in their community. Sue thanked Kiwassee for support that helped 
establish the successful HEAL program (Health is Elemental to All Life) a few years ago, 
and noted that many churches and organizations in Midland have helped ACT Uganda 
since its inception 17 years ago. ACT also invites local physicians and dentists to sponsor 
their efforts at a cost of $1000/year, money that covers the Health Promotion Workers' 
stipends, AA program materials, and managers' salaries. 
Judith reported that COVID has forced the shutdown of most HEAL activities, including 
church services, AA and other support groups, and training for Health Promotion 
Workers (HPW). One bright note is that the inability to interact directly with the villagers 
has reduced the HPVs' fear of dying of COVID. And HEAL has still managed to help the 
communities in a variety of ways: a fund-raising campaign provided food relief to the 
families of HPW's and ACT volunteers, and HEAL delivered 300 masks sewn by 
the Muko Empowerment Women, along with hundreds of bars of soap, to the Rubanda 
District for wider distribution. In addition, HEAL has continued to use social media such 
as radio talks and Facebook to communicate with community members, and the HPW's 
education in pre-COVID dialogues has resulted in a decline in domestic violence.  
Thomas reported on advances in living conditions in the villages. Pre-COVID instruction 
in building hand-washing stations outside their homes has helped families improve 
sanitation, as has the clearing of bushes in the area. Villagers are encouraged to be tested 
for COVID, and the use of stick-built drying racks for plates and cookware (they don't 
use silverware) helps decrease the spread of the disease.  
Robin explained that making sure all villagers have a say in determining and addressing 
the issues their community faces empowers them, as they develop decision-making skills 
that help them become self-sustaining. ACT has had to pivot from the dialogues that 
support this process, and radio programs that focus on COVID have provided information 
in Rukiga, the villagers’ native language. Bi-weekly Zoom sessions focus on public 
health issues, including COVID, vaccines, immunology, HIV, hypertension, digestive 
issues, diarrheal symptoms, reproductive health, and media literacy. This education helps 
the villagers develop healthy practices.  
Kiwassee member Roger Moll has been active in ACT, traveling to Uganda to help with 
agriculture issues such as production methods that improve economic returns, 
understanding market barriers, and dealing with labor issues. The goal is to improve 
nutrition and promote home gardens. In general, transportation throughout the MUKO 
sub county is a challenge, with barriers we don't experience here in the US. For example, 
Thomas uses a motorcycle to travel the rough roads between the villages; it takes him one 
and a half hours to travel the five miles one way to the farthest village.  



In closing, Sue thanked Roger for his dedicated volunteering and fellow Kiwanian Sam 
Choo for his willingness to share his legal expertise. Praising her staff, she said, "We're 
making a difference."  
REMINDERS: If you haven't taken a turn in "Getting to Know Your Kiwanian," contact 
Kim to sign up (kclark@midlandesa.org). Kiwassee Foundation Board meeting after 
today's club meeting; Kiwassee Board of Directors meeting this Thursday. Next week's 
Greeter/Invocator/Pledger is Al Klashak, and the program is a West Midland Family 
Center update. Be thinking about ways to rev up the Valentine's Day party next week--
we'll be brainstorming ideas in our chat rooms next week! 
  

	


