
January 26, 2021        Greeter/Invocator/: A. Klashak        Editor: M. Briggs        Attendance: 46 
at the start, plus 2 guests  
Please MUTE YOURSELF FOR THE PLEDGE TO THE FLAG at next week's 
meeting!                                                          
CALENDAR:  
January 26: Young Children Priority One meeting after Zoom club meeting (E. Laming) 
February 2: Community Service meeting after Zoom club meeting (R. Moll)  
February 9: Golf Committee, 11:00 on Zoom (B. Sullivan) 
February 16: Virtual Valentine's Day Party! 
MEMBER NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/GUESTS:  
Duane Townley spoke about Dale Ducommon, a longtime Kiwassee member who died January 
20, describing him as a dedicated member of the club. While an ongoing conflict prevented him 
from attending our noon meetings over the years, Dale always made sure he provided a gift for a 
first grader every year for the annual Carpenter/Central Park Elementary Holiday Party.  
Sam Choo: Sam's wife Carol broke her leg in a fall. (ed: I sent Carol a card on behalf of the 
membership) 
Duane Townley: This year's Valentine Party is Tuesday, February 16. "Love of Learning" will 
celebrate the successful fundraising effort to replace Midland Public Schools' 250 Chromebooks 
lost in the May floods. MPS Technology Specialist Melissa Toner and three MPS students (one 
elementary, one middle school, one high school) will join us for the event; please send your 
questions for them to Duane (dttown@aol.com). Include questions for both Chromebooks and 
party activities that the chat rooms brainstormed today: for example, if your courtship had an 
amusing moment or two, send a story to Duane for sharing at the party.  
Kim Clark: Remember to take a turn in "Getting to Know Your Kiwanian," sign up with Kim 
(kclark@midlandesa.org). Today Helen Roth and Jason Green from West Midland Family Center 
joined us as guests.  
PROGRAM: Helen Roth and Jason Green, West Midland Family Center's response to the May 
floods 
Helen, WMFC Volunteer Coordinator, and Jason, WMFC Chief Financial Officer, 
explained how WMFC provided immediate and ongoing assistance to area residents who 
lost so much in last spring's dam failures and subsequent floods. Helen focused on the 
sweat equity efforts of WMFC staff and countless volunteers to help people whose homes 
were essentially destroyed. Their immediate task was to clean out sodden, muddy, moldy 
flooring and furniture, tear out ruined drywall, bag up dead fish, and haul ruined 
household items out to the road for mass trash pickups. When they finished at one home, 
they walked next door and offered their help, day after exhausting day. 
Helen's crew also helped families in Midland and Bullock Creek and businesses in 
downtown Sanford. They power washed and sanitized the Sanford Historical Museum. 
They completely gutted Larry Durek's home, and one volunteer restored a priceless 
family heirloom for Larry: his grandmother's accordion, which she had brought with her 
when she came to America. At another home, Helen noticed a small plaque on the floor, 
surrounded by caked mud. The message, "I can do all things through Christ, who 
strengthens me," was clearly visible. That discovery, along with an untouched butterfly 
keepsake and a few carefully dried four-leaf clovers, were unexpected and hopeful 
discoveries. 
Jason focused his remarks on the incredible community response to individuals and 
families who needed immediate shelter and everything from food to cleaning supplies to 
household items to bedding to clothing to...well, everything. When Midland High 
School's shelter closed, they delivered their surplus items to WMFC and area churches. 
Sporting their bright yellow shirts, LDS youth delivered food, water, snacks, brooms, 



sleds and shovels for hauling, and cleaning buckets. (ed: the buckets came from Church 
World Service, the umbrella organization that includes the CROP Walk!) Jason and his 
staff and volunteers both set up distribution centers and delivered supplies to grateful 
residents in area neighborhoods.  
Little Caesar's set up their mobile "Love Kitchen" in WMFC's parking lot and donated 
600 pizzas, which WMFC workers delivered so folks could keep working on their 
homes. Buffalo Wild Wings donated 500 wings, which were served along with other 
meal items to people working on the downtown Sanford cleanup. WMFC coordinated 
with the North Midland and Coleman Family Centers to distribute fresh fruit and 
vegetables. United Way held an appliance sale at WMFC. Aldi and Hidden Harvest of 
Saginaw donated their overstock of food. The Food Bank of East Michigan rotated 
between the family centers with food. Walmart donated household items, and Costco 
donated light bulbs, which the Sanford Hardware helped give away at their temporary 
location. 
WMFC provided four mattresses and box springs, a hot water tank, windows, and a 
washer and dryer to local families, and put up a family at a local motel, who made an 
exception to their no pets policy to allow the family's pet to join them. While the Red 
Cross assisted with emergency shelter and financial support via grants, WMFC did not 
qualify for FEMA grants. In closing, Helen and Jason praised the tremendous response of 
so many agencies, businesses, church groups, families, and individuals, and Kiwassee 
member and WMFC employee Susan Love made sure we all understood that Helen and 
Jason drove WMFC’s successful response to the calamity. 
REMINDERS:  Young Children Priority One meets after today's club meeting; Community 
Service meets after next week's Zoom meeting, and the Golf Committee meets at 11 am 
February 9 in a separate Zoom meeting.  Next week's Greeter/Invocator/Pledger is Beth Laming, 
and the program is Craig Carmody, Superintendent of Meridian Public Schools. Send your 
questions for Craig to Bruce Rayce by next Wednesday! (bmrayce@aol.com)  
	


