
Kiwassee continues to meet each Tuesday online via Zoom, with Kim Clark & Crystalee Keahey facilitating 
this virtual gathering. Watch your email for Crystalee's or Kim's weekly meeting reminder. 

Questions? Contact Crystalee at crystalee.keahey@primroseretirement.com or Kim 
at kclark@midlandesa.org. 

Check Kim Clark's 10-13-2020 email for an attachment that shows who will greet and provide the invocation 
at the October '20 through the April '21 meetings--there's no longer an on-line sign-up sheet! That email 
also includes the schedule for our 2020-21 meetings.  

February 2, 2021        Greeter/Invocator/:         Editor: M. Briggs        Attendance: 38  

February 9: Golf Committee, 11:00 on Zoom (B. Sullivan) 

February 16: Virtual Valentine's Day Party! 

MEMBER NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/GUESTS: Well, this part of the meeting started in an unusual and 
wonderful way: Duane and Terri Townley were reunited with a young Malaysian woman they knew 25 years 
ago, and Kiwassee members witnessed their surprise and delight. (ed: what follows is Duane and Terri's gently 
edited response to my request for details. Watch your email for a great photo!) 

"Florita was a student at Northwood University when we met 25 years ago. She was one of over 50 students 
from Malaysia that we welcomed into our home. We had enjoyed hospitality of Malaysians when we lived in 
that country earlier and wanted to return the favor. 

"We hosted a Halloween Party, Christmas tree decorating party, and an Easter dinner gathering. Sometimes we 
had a few over to cook an American meal. The popcorn must have been part of Halloween and pumpkin 
carving. The students were great fun.  They were proud of their heritage and danced some of their traditional 
dances on Main Street in Midland. 

"When we took our two newly married kids and their spouses on a fun trip to Malaysia, Florita was kind enough 
to put us in touch with her family in Sabbah, a state in East Malaysia, even though she was living here on the 
Northwood campus. We have since e-mailed back and forth with her." 

Al Burmester: Former Kiwassee member (Howard) Bruce Ducker died January 17. 

Andrea Secrease: After Mike Cronenberger welcomed Andrea back to our Zoom meetings, she reported that 
she's better after COVID morphed into pneumonia. She's still tired and hasn't regained her senses of taste and 
smell, but she's grateful for the blood thinners she takes for a blood mutation that makes blood clots and 
pulmonary issues a threat. (ed: she looked great!) 

Kim Clark: Our Valentine Party is just two short weeks away! The program will feature a Midland Public 
Schools tech, along with an elementary, middle school, and high school student to discuss and answer questions 
about Chromebooks. It's not too late to send your questions for them to Duane (DTTOWN@aol.com). Al 
Klashak's birthday was January 31; Kim missed announcing it wasn't in the People section of the 
club's website. Check your profile and send any similar changes to Roger Moll (mollrv@gmail.com).  

PROGRAM: Craig Carmoney, Superintendent of Meridian Public Schools 

Bruce Rayce introduced Craig, who is in his tenth year as Meridian's superintendent AND was recently named 
2021 Superintendent of the Year by the Michigan Association of Superintendents and Administrators! 



Meridian Public Schools became a New Tech ("new techniques") district in 2011, including Meridian Early 
College High School. Craig explained New Tech focuses on the skills students need to be successful in the 21st 
century, such as collaboration, oral and written facility, and critical thinking. District data showed that, while 
72% started college, only 33% completed more than one year. The district determined that a project-based 
approach to instruction, coupled with an early-college option, would best serve their population and 
help everyone be ready for their post-secondary lives, whatever that looks like for each student: 
college/university/skilled trades/career.  

The curriculum includes paired subject areas, for example literature and science. Project-based learning 
encourages student engagement with partners from local businesses and organizations who provide a question 
or identify a problem that students will work in groups to address. They gather information from 
lectures, textbook activities, and research and engage in frequent reflective writing, group discussions, and peer 
review. Ultimately, they develop a white paper about the issue, which they present to the community partners.  

Project-based learning begins in kindergarten, so students are accustomed to the approach by the time they get 
to high school. All students in the district use Chromebooks and hot spots are provided throughout the district 
for remote learning. Despite these efforts, the number of students that have dropped out has increased in the last 
year, and in general, academic accountability is difficult to determine when students and teachers aren't 
engaging in face-to-face instruction. Currently, 87% of the district's students are attending in-person school and 
13% are virtual; the hope is that all students will be back in the school buildings in the fall.   

Craig addressed several questions. Currently, Michigan has fourteen other New Tech schools; Meridian helped 
Alpena implement the program a few years ago. The district works with the Midland County ESA (Education 
Services Agency) to address the requirements and logistics of testing, and building leaders provide training 
during the summer. A new gym and auditorium accommodate Meridian's extensive band program (a full third 
of the district's students participates!) While state-wide student enrollment in public schools is down by 50,000 
students, Meridian's enrollment is stable; Craig says that the Early College option makes Meridian attractive to 
students from other districts and makes recruiting unnecessary.  

Many seniors co-op, splitting their day between a job and academics. The district provides transportation to 
Delta College and Bay Arenac Career Center each day to students who split their time between school and on-
site instruction. Those who take a fifth year as full-time Delta students finish with an Associate's degree that 
will allow them to enter a four-year college or university as a junior. The district pays for their books and tuition 
and provides incentive-based gas cards, a program that is administered by an adult mentor to assure 
accountability. The idea is to eliminate any financial barriers to students' success. Asked "What's next?" Craig 
responded that they want to address the traumatic impact of both COVID and the May flood on students and 
staff. Students achievement is a serious issue as well, and will require intervention strategies to support 
emerging reading and math skills. 

REMINDERS:  Community Service meets after today's club meeting, and the Golf Committee meets at 11 am 
February 9 in a separate Zoom meeting.  Next week's Greeter/Invocator/Pledger is Art Leadbetter, and the 
program is the Midland County Emergency Food Pantry Network, speaker TBA.  

	


