
February 23, 2021             Greeter/Invocator/: M. L. Myers            Attendance: 41 
members and 2 guests 

Presiding: K Clark                           Editor: M. Briggs      
  

  
July 26: Kiwassee Kiwanis Roger A. Briggs Memorial Golf Outing (B. Sullivan) 
  
MEMBER NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/GUESTS: Happy 25th+ birthday to Roger 
Moll on the 25th. Bruce Rayce shared the sad news that Jim Young’s stepdaughter 
recently died in Texas. She struggled with serious health issues and Jim and Jan had spent 
long periods of time helping her over the years. Kim reported that, due to health issues, 
longtime Kiwanian Al Klashak has resigned from Kiwassee. Sam Choo reminded 
members that Al was the last surviving WWII veteran. He rode in Ray Senesac’s 
convertible for several Memorial Day Parades. Mike Feider and Phil Sarnacke are 
tracking meeting attendance and ask everyone to check your contact information on the 
portalbuzz website, update it if necessary, and send the corrections to Nancy Stark, who 
is maintaining the club’s brochure. See Webmaster and Birthday Boy Roger Moll if you 
have questions about accessing and navigating the club’s website. (mollrv@gmail.com). 
  
Angela Cole announced a two-part initiative to help victims of the May flood: Operation 
Easter. The first part is a book drive for K-5 children, parents, and grandparents who lost 
all of their books due to the dam failures. The goal is to give two hundred Meridian 
elementary students ten books each. The second part of Operation Easter is baskets with 
all the fixings for an Easter ham dinner/restaurant vouchers for an Easter meal if the 
family can’t cook in their homes yet. If you wish to donate to Operation Easter, make out 
your check to “1086 Fund” and indicate “Book Project” or “Easter Basket “on the memo 
line. Send it to the Law Office of Angela Cole 12715 Ashman, Midland MI 
48640. Additional details about each project will be in a separate email. 
  
PROGRAM: Human and Spiritual Values chair Captain Brian Goodwill introduced 
Debi Bartley-Ullom, whose son Aaron was killed in Afghanistan in 2011. To honor his 
memory, in 2012, Debi founded “Aaron’s Gifts from Home,” a non-profit organization 
that provides care packages to military service members serving overseas, including on 
ships. In the past eight years, Aaron’s Gifts from Home has sent 14,000 care packages 
that include snacks, travel size personal hygiene items, puzzle books, books, socks, 
scarves, hats, and other items. Visit the website (address is provided at the end of the 
program summary) for a complete list of items. 
  
Donations of items and cash/checks, bake sales, and speaking appearances provide 
funding. Soaring postage costs are a tremendous challenge: even though is a 501C3, they 
must pay retail fees, which go up every year. Currently, each large flat fee carton costs 
$20.40, and they send an average of 200 packages four times a year, making the cost of 
postage alone close to $4000. (at this point in the presentation, Walt Rupprecht suggested 
members write to our US Congressman John Moolenaar, requesting he consider 
sponsoring legislation to provide a break in postage costs for non-profits like Aaron’s 
Gifts from Home. 
  



Aaron's Gifts from Home is located at 6800 Eastman Ave, Midland, MI 48642. 
Donations can be dropped off outside the store into bins. Make checks payable to 
Aaron’s Gifts from Home and send them to the Eastman Ave location at the Midland 
Mall. Call 989-326-6008 or visit https//aaronsgiftsfromhome.com for more 
information. Check out the organizations Facebook page for posts about activities. 
  
REMINDERS: Next week's Greeter/Invocator/Pledger is Rudy Phillips, and the program 
will be a surprise (a tentative program is no longer possible). Kiwassee Foundation Board 
and Young Children Priority One committee members, stick around for a meeting with 
your group after today’s club meeting. 
  
	


