
March 30, 2021          Greeter/Invocator/Pledger: K. Clark          Attendance: 34           
Presiding: K. Clark          Editor: M. Briggs      
CALENDAR 
April 1:    Tiger's Opening Day drive-thru event at Primrose, 4-6 pm (C. Keahey) 
April 13:  Golf Outing committee meeting via Zoom at 11:00 am (B. Sullivan) 
April 17:  tentative Adopt-a-Highway cleanup (B. Rayce, P. Sarnacke, R. Moll) 
May 22:   Midland Blooms is back! (M. Briggs) 
July 26:   15th annual Kiwassee Kiwanis Roger Briggs Memorial Golf Scramble (B. Sullivan) 
MEMBER NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/GUESTS: LaVerne Myers has documents for the current 
treasurers Jim Morgan/Mary Lou Myers. Back now from a trip to Florida, Laverne reports that 
the weather was great--the golf, not so good. Kim Clark reported that Nancy Stark is currently in 
Florida with her family, recovering nicely from her recent heart procedure (anyone who's a 
Facebook friend of Nancy knows this, as she's been posting wonderful photos of everyone on 
the beach!). In other member news, Karen Adams' birthday is April 3! Crystalee Keahey invites 
members to attend Thursday's Tiger's Opening Day drive-thru event at Primrose from 4-6 pm. 
Watch for an email with a flyer that has details. Kim, Bruce Rayce, and three other Kiwassee 
members attended the virtual Spring Divisional last weekend. The club received recognition for 
Adopt-a-Highway and 100% Michigan Kiwanis Foundation funding, while Captain Brian 
Goodwill is working on recognition of our Salvation Army bell ringing. Watch your snail mail for 
the Kiwanis of Michigan Foundation raffle tickets; return any unsold tickets.  
PROGRAM: Kim Clark shared District materials about the Kiwanis International Children's Fund 
(formerly called the Kiwanis International Foundation). Two videos, ten "Care Cards," and a 
game provided information about the broad reach of the grants individual clubs could apply for 
to help them develop projects that serve their local children and youth. 
The first video emphasizes the expression, "Kids Need Kiwanis." This simple statement drives 
Kiwanis clubs around the world to help pull children out of poverty, malnutrition, and disease. 
Kiwanians perform over 19 million service hours a year, addressing both local and global needs 
through sweat equity projects and grant funding from the Kiwanis Children's Fund (KCF). "When 
funding and passion come together, anything is possible." 
Ten photos and explanations provide specific examples of how Kiwanis clubs serve children and 
youth. Kiwassee members read the details. 
"Because Kiwanis cares..."w 
1. (Kim) "...teens are learning to lead in the 21st century." At Key Leader weekends, high school 
students explore their potential and become student leaders through team building, group 
discussions, and personal reflections. In 2017-18 and 2018-19, the KCF granted almost 
$600,000 to these service leadership programs. (Ed. note: Several years ago, I chaperoned a 
Key Leader weekend that three Dow High Key Clubbers; Kiwassee's Senior Youth committee 
paid for their registration. It was an exceptional experience for all of us!) 
2. (Fred H) "...kids are safer in their communities." The Berlin, NH, Kiwanis Club has sponsored a 
Bike Rodeo for the past 25 years. Last year they used a KCF grant to purchase more than 250 
bike helmets for children participating in the bicycle safety program that allowed them to interact 
with local police officers. 
3. (Alex R) "...we're able to fight the leading preventable cause of mental disabilities." Through a 
partnership with UNICEF, Kiwanis International has made great strides in eliminating iodine 
deficiency in babies and children, a leading cause of irreversible brain damage. Since 1994, KI 
has raised more than $100 for this initiative--most recently, KCF grants helped Morocco, 
Myanmar, and Sudan. 
4. (Al F) "...families get help in their darkest hours." KCF grants have assisted people whose 
homes have been devastated by catastrophic natural disasters. Local clubs in Iowa and 
Missouri donated water, meals, and hygiene items after flooding, while here in Midland, 
Kiwassee & Salvation Army "Keeping Kids Covered" used a KCF grant to purchase bedding for 
families who lost those items in the May floods. 
5. (Mike C) "...kids have a chance to be kids." The newly formed Tattnal City, GA, Kiwanis Club 
wanted to provide a weeklong summer camp experience for the underprivileged kids in their 



county, many whose families struggled to provide basic necessities like clothing. food, 
shoes...even toothbrushes. A grant from the KCF helped the club give each four outfits and 
a hygiene kit. 
6. (Beth L) "...preschoolers in Nepal get a healthy lunch." The Kiwanis Club of Kathmandu City, 
Nepal, used a KFC grant to make sure preschoolers received a healthy lunch each day that 
included stews, rice, lentils, vegetables, fruit, bread, and milk. The grant also funded education 
for the children's families to learn about a healthy diet and food preparation. 
7. (Penny E) "...millions of moms and babies are protected from tetanus." Once again, Kiwanis 
partnered with UNICEF, this time to address maternal/neonatal tetanus and, more recently, 
diphtheria. While the EliMiNaTe program has reduced the number of infant deaths due to 
tetanus by 47% since it began in 2010, maternal/neonatal tetanus remains a threat in thirteen 
countries. The work continues. 
8. (Bruce R) "...mothers have access to prenatal health care that prevents maternal/neonatal 
tetanus." The other piece in the puzzle of eliminating maternal/neonatal tetanus is health care for 
pregnant moms. The KCF and UNICEF work with government agencies and medical partners to 
improve health policies and provide education and training in the safe delivery of babies. 
9. (Martha B) "...kids get the school supplies they need to thrive." For the past twenty years, the 
Maple City Kiwanis Club (IN) has used KCF grants to purchase discounted pencils, paper, 
crayons, glue sticks, etc. Members sort the items and invite teachers to come to their 
warehouse twice a month to select what they need--everything is free.  
10. (Brian G) "...Girls are inspired to explore STEM fields." To help close the gender gap in 
science, technology, engineering, and math fields, the Meriden, CT Kiwanis Club is updating a 
computer lab at the Girls, Inc. site into a STEM lab for the 1000 K-12 girls that participate in the 
after-school program. Members will serve as mentors when the lab, complete with IPads and 
interactive smart boards, is up and running.  
Following a "Rumor/Reality" review of the Kiwanis Children's Fund, a second video featured fun 
activities and healthy meals at the camp detailed in item 5. One club member's passionate 
declaration that KCF grants help "kids know they matter" made clear the point of 
the presentation: the Kiwanis Children's Fund "fuels" the future that all Kiwanis clubs, including 
Kiwassee, invest in: Kids Need Kiwanis. 
REMINDERS: Next week's Greeter/Invoker/Pledger is Duane Townley, and the program will be 
provided by Human and Spiritual Values and focus on Camp Noah. Check the 3-23-21 
newsletter for details.  
See you next week on Zoom! 
	


