
Date: April 20, 2021      Greeter/Invocator: Bruce Rayce       Member Attendance -35 & Guests -1 

                                        Presiding: K. Clark                            Editor: S. Love 

  

Ø July 26: Kiwassee Kiwanis Roger A. Briggs Memorial Golf Outing (B. Sullivan). Kick-off May 4th 

 MEMBER NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS:   

Jim Young-Time to gear-up for the flag project. Please connect with your supporters and encourage them to 
back the fundraiser again this year. After last years’ COVID hiatus we need their support more than ever.  Up-
to-date brochures will be available shortly through one of the Kiwassee web options. Thumbs-up was given to 
“selling” flags to residential/neighborhood customers. More news to come! 

Dee Howe-Indicated that she will be calling to schedule previous volunteers for “flag planting” detail. If you 
have never volunteered, and are interested in doing so, please let Dee know. 

 
TODAY’S GUESTS: Program speaker: Renee Pettinger, Open Door 
 
PRESIDER’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Happy Birthday’s this week to: Phil Sarnake’s was on the 16th  
• Adopt-a-highway May 1st, rain date May 8th. Let Phil S. know if you’d like to volunteer. 
• PIG Auction will be postponed, TBD where and when - outdoors. 
• We will be voting on 21-22 slate of officers on May 4th.  
• May 4th will also be the Golf Kick-off. Mark your calendar for this event on July 26th. 
 
PROGRAM: Midland’s Open Door, Sponsored by Community Service. Committee member, Millard Kent 
introduced Open Door, Executive Director, Renee Pettinger 
Overview: 
Midland’s Open Door provides (24-7) 365 coverage for the people of our community. 
Open Door began as a coffeehouse outreach ministry for young adults in 1973, started an outreach at the 
Midland Co jail in 1977 and began offering short term shelter to homeless men at that time.   
Open Door was initially run exclusively by volunteers until six years ago and now has grown to a staff of 20.  
Open Door acts to back-up Red Cross, is an independent entity and a committed collaborator. When they have 
an over-supply of product they make sure that supplies are passed along so nothing goes to waste, sending 
things to other communalities if needed. Shelter residents and staff begin the day together in prayer. Everyone is 
respected for who they are and are asked simply to be present and respectful, regardless of their beliefs. Open 
Door upholds biblical hospitality and as such, Renee indicated that no one has ever challenged the morning 
prayer policy. Most referrals come by phone, if there is no room at the shelter, Case Managers look outside 
Midland County and refer. The re-opening of Greenhill Apartments and the scheduled housing unit on Jefferson 
Ave. will, to some degree, lessen the emergency housing burden. However, the need is still great and Open 
Door is looking for land, with plans to build a new facility in the upcoming years.   
 
Their Mission: The life-transforming power of the gospel of Christ calls us to walk with the homeless, hungry 
and hurting; modeling God’s love through biblical hospitality and supportive services.   

Renee commented that is was a blessing to see lives changed through Christ, and referenced Matthew 5:14-16 

 

 



Their Services: 

Crisis Shelters -Two shelters: One for men, another houses women and children. They typically provide shelter 
to 110 women and children and 160 men annually, each guest is assisted with food, shelter and clothing and is 
assigned a case manager to assist with long-term stability. There is no set limit on residency. Within a week 
each guest meets with a Case Manager to establish goals unique to their circumstance. Somewhat more space is 
available to house men. However, a greater need of housing exists for women and children. There was a 
decrease in demand for housing from 2019-20 possibly do to the pandemic and the federal eviction prevention 
program that came about to address pandemic related homelessness. 

Community Soup Kitchen - Open Monday thru Saturday with a 48% increase in meals distributed in 2020. 
COVID has made food distribution the greatest challenge and Renee has added another “hat” to her role and 
currently acts as the Food Services Director. The community really stepped in during COVID, providing 5,000 
lbs. of food in the first 48 hours of the shutdown. That generosity continued throughout. While they had to 
evacuate both shelter sites during the floods, Open Door assisted Red Cross in providing food for flood victims 
being housed in hotels. With the assistance of countless volunteers Open Door provided 8,000 meals over 44 
days to flood victims.  

Clothing Assistance - An emergency need clothing “closet” is available to shelter guests (24-7) at the Buttles 
Street site.  Emmanuel Baptist Church provides space for a larger clothing closet which is open to the 
community once per month (this Saturday the 24th from 9am – noon). 

Outreach Case Management -With the pandemic and local flooding Open Door saw a 73% increase in 
outreach cases. Outreach Case Managers help people work on their goals so they can transition to self-
sustainability.  Often the first contact comes when an individual comes in to the soup kitchen for lunch and a 
relationship grows from that contact. 

Licensed Counseling - Open Door works with each individual where they are and address the unique needs 
that each person brings to the table. They work with their guests through to a solution. 

Bridge of Hope – A partnership between a homeless family, local church groups, and Midland’s Open Door 
who come together to support the goals of the family to end and prevent homelessness. 

Financials - 50% of their donations come from Midlander donors. Open Door receives zero state or federal 
funding. Renee indicated that financial support is always welcome and needed. Millard’s concluding statement 
was to encourage donations to the Open Door in support of a very worthy cause.  

REMINDERS:  

Next week's Greeter/Invocator/Pledger – Dave Winegardner 
Next week’s Program – Beverly Wenzel of The Rock  
  

See you next week on Zoom! 

 


