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                                         Presiding: K. Clark                            Editor: M. Briggs 

Remember to MUTE YOURSELF FOR THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE! 
June 1: Community Service committee meeting (members, stay on Zoom after the 
meeting) (R. Moll) 
June 8: Golf Outing committee meeting (11 a.m. on a separate Zoom meeting; watch for 
Betsy's email with the link) (B. Sullivan) 
June 15: Kiwassee steak dinner (K. Clark) 
June 23-26: Kiwanis International Education and Leadership Conference (NOTE: the 
registration deadline has been extended to June 7, so there's still time to attend in person 
or virtually!) 
July 20: Pig Auction! (details to follow) (K. Clark) 
July 26: Kiwassee Kiwanis Roger Briggs Memorial Golf Outing (B. Sullivan) 
MEMBER NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS: Long-time Kiwassee member Duane Brooks 
died May 27. Visitation is Friday, June 4 from 4-8 pm at Ware-Smith-Woolever Funeral 
Home. Visit this link to read Duane's obituary: https://www.wswfh.com/ obituaries/Duane-
R-Brooks? obId=21243767#/ obituaryInfohttps://www.wswfh. com/obituaries/Duane-R-Brooks? 
obId=21243767%23/obituaryInfo. 
Mike Cronenberger:  Just Americans by Robert Asahina, tells the compelling story about 
thousands of young Japanese-American men who were sent with their families to internment 
camps during WWII; they enlisted in the US Army and served in a segregated combat team who 
fought in Italy and France and became known as the "most decorated unit in American military 
history for its size and length of service," men who "more than earned the right to be called just 
Americans, not Japanese Americans." By the way, this group included a former Kiwassee 
member, Roy Kamachi. Mike enthusiastically recommends this book! Chuck Gartner: watch for 
two emails from him: the first is information about the annual steak picnic at Emerson Park 
Pavilion E June 15 (note: it arrived in your email box Wednesday afternoon); the second is an 
invitation to volunteer at the July 26 Kiwassee Roger Briggs Golf Outing at Snow Snake (note: it 
arrived in your email box Thursday afternoon). Fred Honerkamp announced that, after June 10, 
Captain Brian Goodwill will be called MAJOR Brian Goodwill. Congratulations, Brian! Betsy 
Sullivan mentioned a recent Facebook post about the mysterious installation of an American flag 
where it hadn't been requested; she replied to the post with a helpful explanation that it was 
likely a Kiwassee flag that was placed at the wrong address. Crisis averted! Kim Clark extended 
Happy Birthday greetings to Mike Cronenberger and Rudy Phillips, whose birthdays are June 2! 
PROGRAM: Kelly Shaheen--Advance Care Planning Director for MidMichigan 
Health 
A director of MMH's program for Advance Care Planning, Kelly stressed the importance 
of designating a patient advocate to speak for you and having in place a document that 
spells out your wishes if you can't participate in medical decisions yourself. She 
explained that advance care planning is the ultimate in self-care because it ensures that 
you'll receive the care you want in a situation where you can't advocate for yourself. 
Making these decisions requires thinking about how your personal, cultural, and religious 
beliefs influence what "quality of life" means to you. Conversations with family 
members, friends, physicians, spiritual advisors, and an advanced care planning educator 
like Kelly will help you understand and articulate your intentions, and it's important to 
begin those talks while you can play an active role in the important decisions you need to 
make. Once you have a plan in place, plan to revisit it every ten years or when a major 



event occurs that could affect your intentions, for example, the death of a spouse, a 
divorce, a decline in cognitive or physical abilities, a relocation, or a disaster. 
Kiwassee member Gordon Rogers and his wife Karen went through the process to develop 
an advance care plan and stressed that it is neither quick nor easy: "It's not something you 
can do in one night." They met with their daughters and named all three patient 
advocates: a primary advocate, a first successor, and a second successor. Kelly explained 
that a patient advocate does not MAKE the patient's choices: they give VOICE to the 
CHOICE the patient has determined. And remember to let many people know your 
preferences and where to find the related paperwork for them--Kelly suggested you keep 
a note on the refrigerator that indicates the location of the relevant documents for anyone 
who needs access to them. 
Visit https://www.midmichigan.org/patients-visitors/patient-information/designating-a-
patient-advocate/ to review the details Kelly provided in her presentation to us today, 
along with links to related documents. Contact Kelly at 989-633-1402 
or kellyshaheen@midmichigan.org.  
REMINDERS: Next week's Greeter/Invocator/Pledger: Jim Heffel. Next week’s 
Program: Michigan Kiwanis Foundation.  
See you next week on Zoom! 
  

	


