
KIWASSEE KIWANIS NEWSLETTER 
Date: July 13, 2021        Greeter/Invocator: M. Cronenberger       Presiding: K. Clark   

                        Editor: M. Briggs                   Member Attendance: 30 & 1 guest 
Welcome Back to In-Person Gatherings, Kiwanians!! 

July 15: Kiwassee Board of Directors at noon via Zoom (submit agenda items to Kim by 
7/14) (K. Clark) 
July 20: Golf Committee meeting, 11 am (B. Sullivan) 
July 20: Pig Auction (bring your sale-worthy items so Fred them off auction for big 
money!) (K. Clark) 
July 26: Kiwassee Kiwanis Roger Briggs Memorial Golf Outing (B. Sullivan)  
October TBA: CROP Walk and Aktion Club Talent Show (details about both to 
follow) (M. Briggs)            
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Fred Honerkamp: Many of us have reached the age when we 
must take annual distributions from our 401K accounts, which are taxed. Consider 
donating your distribution to the Kiwassee Kiwanis Foundation, which is a 401C3, 
making your gift tax-free. It's a win-win! Sam Choo reinforced Fred's suggestion, 
reminding members about the Kiwassee Foundation's status. Bruce Rayce: speaking of 
the Kiwassee Foundation, its Board meets immediately after today's regular 
meeting. Betsy Sullivan: If you or someone you know plans to play in the golf outing, 
remember that the registration form and fees are due Monday, July 19. Talk to Chuck 
Gartner if you have an Easy-Up tent we can borrow. The committee is still seeking 
donations and Silent Auction items--check out the child's gift basket that Beth Laming 
put together on behalf of Young Children Priority One! 
  
Kim Clark: Happy Birthday to Jim Heffel and Joe Jennings, whose birthdays are this 
week. Remember to bring the stuff (eg, salable items) you no longer want/need to the Pig 
Auction on July 20! Support the golf outing by forming or finding a team or two to play, 
attending the luncheon, or making a donation. Kathy Allen is working on a hybrid 
meeting model, so members can opt to either attend the in-person meetings or check in 
via Zoom. Beth Laming will share catering options at the July BOD meeting July 15. By 
the way, submit your agenda items to Kim by Wednesday 7/14 for Thursday's meeting! 
PROGRAM: Andrea Secrease, Executive Director of the North Midland & 
Coleman Family Centers 
Junior Youth Committee chair Rudy Phillips introduced Andrea, who provided a lively 
and detailed update of the two family centers' programs. She expressed everyone's 
pleasure at the resumption of in-person gatherings, commenting that the "Brady Bunch" 
squares of the Zoom meetings pale in comparison to being able to be in the same room 
with everyone else. 
The North Midland and Coleman Family Centers are part of Greater Midland, which also 
includes the Midland Community Center, the Tennis Center, the Curling Center, North 
Side Fitness, and the Dow Fitness Centers. Each has its own budget and board of 
directors and all share resources. (note: the West Midland Family Center is NOT a part of 
Greater Midland). While the United Way of Midland is the Centers' biggest financial 
supporter, assistance also comes from the major local foundations, along with 
membership fees and pre-school tuition. In addition, the Centers have several partners, 



including Mid Michigan Action, Hidden Harvest, and the Rural Community Health 
Worker Network. 
North Midland and Coleman provide early childcare and preschool, using recognized 
strategies and assessments that focus on both academic and personal development, 
approaches that help children develop the agency, resilience, and independence they need 
to become confident children, youth, and adults. 
Seventy per-cent of families the centers serve fit the ALICE designation: Asset-Limited-
Income-Constrained-Employed; in other words, their income is too high to qualify for 
many assistance programs but not sufficient to pay their monthly bills. Andrea explained 
that some live in homes with dirt floors or no running water. Andrea noted that these 
conditions exist "fifteen minutes from here." 
As a result, the centers provide support systems that make it easier for families to meet 
their basic needs. Both centers host summer camp and have a wellness center; they rent 
space for teams, events, and home school sports programs, host community events for 
holidays, and throw a backpack giveaway at back-to-school celebrations. A variety of 
additional programs cater to the population each center serves: for example, while North 
Midland has a teen program, Coleman has a fitness program for senior citizens. The 
Coleman Clothing Center offers used clothes, and the Coleman Community Market 
operates like the Bridge in Midland, with low-cost food items. In addition, food 
giveaways and partnerships with local farmers provide food support to area residents to 
the tune of 932,000 pounds of food distributed to the Centers to date and they are on track 
to exceed 1,000,000 pounds by the end of the summer. 
Staff at both Centers help people navigate complicated public assistance programs; many 
do not know what help is available to them. Connectivity and transportation are the 
biggest obstacles families face is securing financial support. Asked about abuse of the 
system, Andrea said that, while there is abuse, many people who skip paying bills and 
making payments so they'll have enough to feed their families don't realize that the 
practice makes them food insecure. Simply put, they are "one emergency away from 
disaster." 
Andrea's presentation gave Kiwanians a closer look into the significant challenges many 
families in northern Midland County face every day, and the essential role the North 
Midland and Coleman Family Centers play in supporting them. 
CHECK PRESENTATIONS: After Andrea finished her presentation, Rudy gave her a 
$500 check from the Junior Youth Committee to assist the Centers in serving their 
populations, and Bruce Rayce presented a check for $4000 to Kim Clark from the 
Kiwassee Kiwanis Foundation, to be used for a "little playground" for babies and toddlers 
at the Longview Early Childhood Center. 
REMINDERS: Next week's Greeter/Invocator/Pledger: Nancy Stark.  Next week’s 
Program: The Pig Auction!! The Golf Outing Committee meets next week at 11. The 
Board of Directors' meeting is July 15 at noon via ZOOM; Board members, remember to 
get your agenda items to Kim by the end of the day on Wednesday, July 14. Everyone, 
keep gathering your Pig Auction items!! 
	


