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President Elect Kathy Allen presiding in the absence of Crystalee Keahey 

Standard opening of the meeting with the song and pledge and then the invocation by Bruce Rayce. 

Welcome to Jim Rajewski who Zoomed in to be with us to hear Dick Jellum’s report. 

A reminder to review the email sent to you by Martha concerning the visitation and funeral for our dear 

longtime member Joe Malan this coming Saturday. 

The first presentation was by Dick Jellum on the results of our fundraiser:  The Nut and Candy Sale. 

Assisting Dick in the administration of the fund raiser were Gordon Rogers, Chuck Gartner, Bill Krueger, 

Jim Rajewski, Al Burmester, and Major Brian Reed. 

Shopkeepers:  Al B, Stu, Sam, Mike C., Millard, Joe D, Cal, Al F, LaVern, Phil, Walt, Penny, Rudy, Bruce, 

Gordon.  Many thanks to these members for their assistance in moving product to enable sales. 

Comparison of 2015:  $30,870 profit of $8,920 to        2021:  $16,166  profit of $4,468  including 

donations of $800+    Our profits have been declining steadily, even pre-Covid.   

Looking at the products:  turtles are a favorite with 127 items sold.  A review of the items offered by us 

is advised.  Any item can probably be a special order item if desired.  We also had a large inventory that 

went as part of the fire sale.  The cost of those items was not covered by the sale price.  The final items 

were purchased by Bill, Chuck and Dick and donated to Open Door.  Thank you, guys!  A question was 

asked concerning the possibility of another fund raiser to supplement this or replace it.  It will be 

scrutinized and discussed. 

The list of top sellers was read and Jim Rajewski maintained his spot even though he is no longer 

officially a member.  But he knows the benefits of the money raised that go to support children and 

their families in our community.  So he keeps blowing the rest of us out of the water every year.  Thank 

you, Jim, from us and from the Midland community! 

Other notable sellers are Marth, Bruce, Stu, Jim M, Alex, Bill K., Duane T, Rudy and Fred.  And of note:  

most members of our club did participate in this fund raiser.  Many thanks to all who were sellers and/or 

buyers. 

We then shifted gears and settled in to pay attention to Kathryn Tate, the Executive Director of The 

Legacy Center.  I will give you the overview, not all of the details.  Kathryn will be posting the details of 

the Youth Report on their website after some of the other non-profits and organizations in our 

community have had an opportunity to see the results of the survey. 

This is the on-going survey of students in grades 6-12 in Midland County Schools.  This year there was a 

participation rate of 69%.  That translates to 4,389 students.  The first survey was given in 2005 (with 

results shared in 2006) and this survey from Search Institute has been administered approximately every 

five years since.  The length of time has enabled TLC to look at trends in the community.  As a reminder, 

the assets that students possess peak in the 6th grade and then decrease as their peers exert more 



influence on them and the influence of their parents decrease.  As I looked over all of the notes I took, 

the big take away seems to me to be that most indicators were moving nicely in the directions that 

benefitted youth until the pandemic hit.  Incremental gains were being made in the asset areas and risk- 

taking behaviors were showing decreases.  An important note to be made is that the more assets a 

student has, the less likely it is for that student to experience mental health issues.  And there were 

large increases in the Mental Health assistance needed area on the survey.  This verifies the information 

that we have been hearing from other youth serving agencies – the pandemic has been very hard on our 

young folks.( Kathryn shared this insight, so it wasn’t something that I dreamed up.) 

The good news is that there was a decline in substance abuse as well as an increase in restraint and 

positive peer relationships.  Kathryn suggested that students would be helped if they can experience 

being valued by the adults in their community.  And that fits right in with what we do.  Perhaps we need 

to improve the publicity about what we do for kids and their families in Midland County.  We are still a 

well-kept secret. 

End of meeting information:  next week Miriam Andrus, library administrator, will be our presenter.  We 

will continue to use Zoom next week, with a discussion about resuming in-person meetings.  Human and 

Spiritual Values will meet next week. 

Meeting concluded:  Ding…and Done 

Those of you who know what VEX Robotics is/are, I have a request from Dee Howe.  The programming 

that she oversees is in need of a teacher for the fully stocked lab in the MSU building on St. Andrews.  So 

even if you are not interested in being this teacher, if you know someone who might be, please share 

the information. 

And, ending with the question again:  What do you do with the coffee grounds from your coffee maker?  

Roger Moll composts his.  I dump mine around the plants in my back yard.  This is the easiest way that I 

can do a bit for Mother Earth to improve the soil, keep a bit of garbage out of the landfill and save a few 

pennies from the City budget by not filling that much space at the landfill.  Any ideas for other easy fixes 

that we can feel good about?  Walt reminded us a couple of weeks ago that we need to recycle water 

bottles.  Are we doing that?  Do we have a data person who might be interested in a bit of math if we 

produced some numbers to be put into a spreadsheet?  Just wondering…. 

Don’t forget to check the email from Martha about Joe Malan’s visitation and funeral tomorrow, Feb 5, 

at Wilson Miller.  Visitation at noon until the time of the service.   

Have a great weekend.   

 

 

 

 


