
Kiwassee Kiwanis Newsletter 

June 7, 2022


Kathy Allen, President, opened the meeting; Greeter  and Invocation Bruce Rayce; Newsletter 
editor Roger Moll.


Announcements:

- Mike Cronenberger reminded members that the next Flag installation is Tuesday June 14th.

- Al Forster reminded members that dues for the past quarter are due. He reported that there 

are 14 yet to be paid. Each will get his email of ‘shame’.

- Chuck Gartner is still recruiting for volunteers for the July 25th Golf Outing. This one day 

event is one of our major fund raisers and needs those who are available to help out.

- Ron Graunke announced the Steak Fry is June 14 (Flag installation day) at Emerson Park 

Shelter C. The grills will be hot by 5:30 pm. Volunteers will be needed to set up after 3:30pm. 
Ron has the steaks ordered, side dishes ordered, and paper plates and water will be 
provided. Each member should bring their own table service and your favorite 
beverage.  

- Rudy Phillips reports that he needs someone to install flags for his route which is 4 Flag 
installations on June 14th. Please contact Rudy.


- Jim Young brought 2 military history books for anyone interested in reading them.

- Martha Briggs announced the Golf Committee will meet next week before the meeting 

Via Zoom. 
- Duane Townley announced that he and Terry are celebrating their 58th wedding anniversary. 

And as a side note that he was 58 when he joined Kiwanis for the 2nd time.

- Fred Honerkamp - remarked that recent tropical storm Alex, Alex Rapanos name sake, was 

all wet and petered out quickly. 

- Dave Winegardner reported that the Flag Fund Raiser has to date raised over $10,000 

exceeding the planned amount of $8000. Well done Kiwassee Kiwanians!


President Kathy noted that there were not any guests today and no birthdays. She pointed out 
several community happenings including Tunes at the Tridge on Thursday evenings. 


The program on Kiwanis Foundations was presented by Bruce Rayce, President of the 
Kiwassee Foundation board. 


There are 3 Foundations in which we participate and support:

	 Kiwanis of Michigan Foundation

	 Kiwanis International Childrens Fund

	 Kiwassee Kiwanis Foundation


Kiwanis of Michigan Foundation provides non-medical support to children hospitalized at 
Detroit Children’s Hospital, Northern Michigan Hospital - pediatric ward in Petosky, Mary Free 
Bed Rehabilitation Hospital in Grand Rapids and Mott Children’s Hospital in Ann Arbor. 


Voluntary contributions of $45 per Michigan Kiwanian is donated each year. Kiwassee has a 
history of !00% of members support. There were 79 kids from Midland County served in these 
facilities in 2021. 


Kiwanis International Children’s Fund provides grants to Kiwanis Clubs, Districts, Circle K 
and Key Clubs to support the Kiwanis causes of health and nutrition, education and literacy 
and youth leadership development. 




Children’s Fund worked with UNICEF to support worldwide elimination of maternal neonatal 
tetanus and has pledged $110 million to that end over the years. And locally they awarded 
$5000 to Midland Kiwanis Family to help children recover from the 2020 Flood. It was used to 
replace personal bed clothes and things like teddy bears that children lost in the flood 
damaged homes. 


Kiwassee Kiwanis Foundation is directed by an eleven member board of Kiwassee members 
elected by the Kiwassee Board of Directors each year. It has a Fund value of more than 
$500,000 and donates 5% of the value each year. The funds are managed by Tri Star Financial. 

In 2021-2022 grant cycle the following have been awarded:

	 Longview Early Childhood Center - $7500

	 NEMSCA Midland -$5000

	 Windover High School - $7238


A balance of about $13,000 remains to be awarded this year. The Kiwassee Foundation Board 
is interested in hearing from members about worthy projects to support.


Bruce Announced a Matching Fund Challenge for the Kiwassee Foundation. A donor 
gave $2500 and will match up to $2500 donated by members. This is a potential $7500 gift 
to the foundation.[editorial comment: Members get our your check books out as it will only 
take 25 - $100 checks to make a big difference in the Kiwassee Foundation Growth for 
this year.] 

Make Checks payable to the Kiwassee Foundation with notation Matching Fund and get 
them to Bruce Rayce or Alex Rapanos. 

Kathy invited Happy Dollars:

- Mary Lou Myers $52 for celebrating her 52nd wedding anniversary.

- Phil Sarnacke for the Univ. of Michigan Baseball advancing in the NCAA tournament.

- Fred Honerkamp - is the Vice Commander fo the Michigan Purple Heart Association

- Gordon Rogers reported the recent birth of his 7th grand child.

- Bruce Rayce - thanked all of the Kiwassee members for all that they do on behalf of children.


Kathy closed the meeting at 1 pm by reminding everyone that the meeting next week, June 14 
is the steak fry picnic at 5:30pm in Emerson Park Shelter C. We will not meet at noon next 
week!



