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President Kathy opened our meeting with announcements, which as usual ran the gamut of topics.  

However, this week Martha had an unusual thank you which she offered to the anonymous donor of a 

small suitcase provided to the pig auction that was held recently.  She used it on a recent overnight trip 

and wanted to extol the virtues of said piece of luggage.   If we had a prize for the most unusual 

announcement of the week, she won with nobody else coming close! 

Mike C. reminded us that Monday, July 4 will be a day for us to plant and harvest our flags.  Remember, 

this is a major fund raiser for us.  Additionally, Mike had an opportunity to speak with Jack Lehman 

recently.  He is re-married, living in Grand Rapids and has joined Kiwanis there. 

Penny announced an opportunity to help 4-H at the fair this year.  Dee Howe, a member of our club, is 

the Executive Director of 4-H.  She is scheduling the workers in the 4-H food booth, which raises funds 

for the programs provided by 4-H.  Due to Covid and related issues, it is a rebuilding year, and they could 

use some extra hands to help.  This would be a way for our members to help a youth program in 

Midland County.  Having been a volunteer counselor at this year’s camp (located at Camp Neyati) I can 

vouch for the positive experience for kids this provides.  (I saw the growth in my granddaughter’s ability 

to make friends and try new activities in just a few days.  She wants to be a camper again next year.)  If 

we wear our Kiwassee shirts we could even advertise our club and our efforts on behalf of youth in 

Midland County.  Sign-up information will be available in the next week or so.  The fair is August 14 – 20. 

Al F. reminded us that some of us still owe dues from the near past and now that past is joined by the 

present.  We’ll soon be getting billed for the newest quarter of the year.  Since Al will be providing 

Grandpa time to his grandkids, give your check to Jim Heffel, please. 

Chuck G. sent two sign-up sheets around.  One was for greeter/invocation and the other for Golf Outing 

Volunteers.  There were blanks left – it’s not too late for you to fill your line. 

Ron G. thanked his helpers at the steak fry (I wasn’t there – I missed the names.  Pat yourselves on the 

back, please.  It takes lots of helpers.)  He especially wanted us to know that Millard will be helping out 

by storing items and heading this up for next year.  Our thanks to Ron and all of his helpers!!! 

Bruce reminded us that the Kiwassee Foundation still has an opportunity to match up to $2500 : If you 

can make a donation it will help to fund ways to change the lives of children in Midland County. Make 

Checks payable to the Kiwassee Foundation with notation Matching Fund and get them to Bruce Rayce 

or Alex Rapanos.  He also suggested that we consider attending the District Convention in Bay City this 

summer.  More next week. 

Phil S. announced a Senior Youth committee meeting next week after our regular meeting.  

Kathy tried to announce birthdays for the week, but there were none.  She also announced the 

groundbreaking ceremony for the new community center (Wednesday, I think) to replace the 65-year-

old building currently in use.  The new building will be much smaller and will be planned to adapt to new 

needs as the years roll by. And Alex and his band will be playing at Creative 360 soon – check the 



website for details.  Kim Clark will be taking over for Kathy next week.  Kevin Heye from the Greater 

Midland Community Center will be our speaker next week. 

Phew, I missed some of the details, but that’s what I caught.  On we go…. 

Pledge, America, Invocation by Kathy, and Dave chose Over the Rainbow as our fun song.  It sounded 

amazingly good.  We all could join the chorus of the MCFTA if we are needed.  Good job, friends! 

Kerry Fischer from the Department of Health and Human Services was our speaker.  She is in charge of 

the Transition Program in Midland and Gladwin counties for the Foster Care program.  These are youth 

who have been abused, neglected or part of the juvenile justice system.  Sometimes they don’t have 

support from family, so they need assistance.  Currently there are 99 youth in Midland County from 14-

21 years in foster care.  Twenty-two of them are in the Michigan Youth Opportunity Initiative (MYOI) 

program which Kerry directs.  There are different components of the programs which the youth can 

access for information.  Attendance and filling out surveys result in being paid and money being 

deposited in savings accounts for the individuals.  Some of the subjects covered are financial education, 

self-defense, filling out various applications, and team building. 

Volunteers are needed for transportation help, teaching new skills, and building connections with 

community members.  Kerry has connections with Windover, ETC and area schools.  There are more 

females in foster care than males.  Youth in foster care do have assistance if they choose to attend 

college or trade schools.  Kerry currently has no connections to military branches to get information for 

the youth in the program.  She is “the program” as there is no other staff member.  Kids in the program 

come from all over our county.  Normally the meetings for her program are held at the DHS office, but 

due to remodeling the location changes from week to week.  She also noted that her budget limits her 

ability to help some of the kids who are in then out of the MYOI program and then they return.  From 

the information she shared, the program is very beneficial to the youth served.   

As you could probably tell, Penny is the editor this week.  Thanks to Martha and Roger for their editorial 

expertise.  It takes all three of us sharing the load to bring you this “high quality epistle-like document” 

summarizing the happenings at our meetings.   

As always, remember to recycle your water bottles and other recyclable items.  And yes, use those 

coffee grounds to enrich the soil.  

When I was hiking in Glacier National Park last month, through snow drifts, I was fortunate to see a 

moose fairly close.  The darn animal didn’t know it was supposed to be wary of people and we couldn't 

get it to leave so that we could go back the way we came because the ranger said the snow was too 

deep to reach the glacier we were hoping to see.  It finally went down the hill headed for the lake and 

we headed back to the parking lot.  Fantastic country and I’m thrilled to have been able to be there.  We 

are so fortunate to have our National Park system. 

End of newsletter.  Ding…and done! 

 


