
July 5, 2022   Kiwassee Kiwanis Newsle2er 

Presiding officer:  Kim Clark, in Kathy Allen’s planned absence; Newsle?er by Penny Ecarius 

Birthdays:  None that chose to be acknowledged 

Guests:  None, other than our speaker 

Member news: None 

Announcements: 

Penny - In speaking with Dee Howe, a member of our club, who is the ExecuKve Director of Midland 
County 4-H, we could assist our county 4-H with their fund raiser during the Midland County Fair this 
year.  They are in need of people power to help them fill the slots for the 4-H cafeteria during Fair Week.  
This could also be a sweat equity project for Young Children Priority One, Junior Youth and Senior Youth 
if we choose to help out.  Midland County 4-H is among the very top counKes in Michigan in the number 
of youth that it impacts each year.  Dee has data that could be given to Karen to turn in to InternaKonal 
as part of the monthly report that she does each month.  They need some help this year due to the two 
years during Covid that life changed and hasn’t yet returned to what was done previously.  More to come 
as commi?ees decide if they want to become involved.  This might be a good project to invite a non-
member to help with so that they could see the personal involvement that is possible to assist a 
community group to make a posiKve impact on youth.  Dee says not to worry about what we will be 
asked to do – they have a person in charge who will direct us.  She is used to supervising kids, so I think 
we can relax and be assured that we will be capable enough to do whatever jobs need doing. 

Bruce – The $2,500 needed for the matching dollars for the FoundaKon has been surpassed!  But don’t 
let that deter you from sKll contribuKng if you sKll want to donate.  The more money that goes to the 
FoundaKon means that more will be available to donate back to our community.  And Bruce did share 
that our FoundaKon is in good shape.  In closing his announcements, Bruce menKoned that Northwood 
needs a home during the academic year for a young tennis player for the coming academic year.  This 
young man is 23 years old.  For further informaKon, call Bruce. 

Jim Y – Gave a big thank you to all of the flag volunteers who planted and harvested on the 4th.  We are 
3/5 of the way through this fund raiser for the season now.  There is a need for the pieces of rebar that 
are used to install some of the flags to be sharpened so that they can be pounded into the ground.  
QuesKons about this?  Call Jim if you have the kind of grinder that could be used to do this.  He remarked 
that this can be accomplished a few at a Kme. 

Betsy – Golf Ou8ng!!!  Hey Folks, this is coming up soon on July 25.  As is her usual pracKce, she is 
stressing about the number of players that are NOT yet signed up and paid.  We need more golfers and 
we need them soon.  If you, your family/friends, people who might like a great day away (but close by 
Midland), herd them toward our Roger Briggs Memorial Golf Classic at Snow Snake.  I don’t golf anymore 
but enjoy the day volunteering because the course is beauKful.  If we want to have money to put back 
into the community, we must earn it.  This is a major fund raiser for us. 

Phil – Announced a Senior Youth meeKng ager today’s meeKng. 



Opening of our meeKng with America, the Pledge, the invocaKon by Bruce and a well-done job of singing 
You’re A Grand Old Flag.  Which always makes me think of the Chesaning Showboat.    

Program 

Bruce introduced Kevin Heye, ExecuKve Director of the Greater Midland Community Center.  Kevin has 
served as head of the branches included in Greater Midland for 15 years.  Those organizaKons include 
the main building, curling center, tennis center, Dow Fitness Center, North End fitness center, NMFC, 
Coleman FC.  The curling center has grown since the current facility was built and has fostered skills that 
some local residents have used to perform on the naKonal and internaKonal level. 

And that brings us to the exciKng part of the presentaKon about the new facility which will get underway 
on July 18.  Some site development has been done already, including the rese?lement of residents of 
five houses purchased by the Community Center.  Leading into the slides showing what the new facility 
will look like, Kevin reminded us of some facts about the current building. 

The 1955 building serves 60% of people in Midland County and 80% of people in the City of Midland.  It 
has been added on to many Kmes.  This has resulted in a great deal of space that serves no one – 
hallways for instance and handball courts only used 20% of the Kme.  Discussions began 10 years ago 
about maximizing the space and creaKng space that could be adapted easily to other uses as needs 
changed.  Financially this makes sense.  In addiKon, the new building will be inclusive of people with 
specialized needs.  The discussion has been ongoing in search of the “perfect building size” to meet the 
needs of the community and to be one that is affordable to our community.   

To that end, experts have been consulted:  from Midland and from across the United States.  Ground 
breaking took place last Wednesday with about 600 people a?ending.  As an example of mulK-use 
spaces, Kevin explained that the space used for senior ciKzens during the day, will be used by school age 
groups ager school and in the evenings.   

Cost consciousness was a part of the planning.  Some of the features will be added as money becomes 
available in the future:  an elevated walking track, a community wing, 8 lane training/lap pool and 4 ECE 
classrooms. 

Parking during the two-year construcKon period is planned for and alternate entrances have been 
planned.  The new building should a?ract new members which then would pay for operaKons.   

You missed a detailed, enjoyable presentaKon if you were unable to join us today.  We missed you and 
hope to see all of our members at meeKngs as you are able. 

The usual reminders:  please recycle those water bo?les and enrich the soil with coffee grounds. 

In the world today, our efforts mean even more as our projects support families and children.  Our 
efforts demonstrate that we care about people.  Give yourself a pat on the back and a “good job!” 

Ding…and done for the week.    


