
Kiwassee Kiwanis Newsle+er  

July 26, 2022 

Editor this week:  Penny  Greeter and Invoca6on:  Mary Lou 

Kathy Allen presided over the mee6ng of our members and guest speaker, John Searles. 

Announcements 

Martha gave a big thank you to everyone for the success of the Golf Ou6ng fundraiser.   Yesterday (25th) 
at Snow Snake turned out to be a glorious summer day.  Lots of smiles were seen on the golfers faces, 
even if they didn’t have a wonderful “golf” day.  Twenty teams signed up, 19 ½ teams played.  We will 
have facts and figures next week or the week aSer, if all goes well.  Martha especially thanked Renee, 
Betsy and Rusty for all the 6me and effort spent.  Rusty remarked that at the end of the day, 8 – 9 golfers 
spoke with him to tell him that we are among the top best run golf ou6ngs that they play each year…and 
they play a lot!  Pat yourselves on the back to our organiza6on. 

Happy Birthday to Penny.  Yep, Took me un6l Wednesday (and more) to write this because of all the 
candles I had to blow out, even though my wonderful son-in-law wished me a Happy 60th.  He is 
wonderfully smart…and diploma6c. 

Walt and Joanne Rupprecht will be honored at Crea6ve 360 on Friday, August 5 from 11:30 to 1:00.  
RSVP for lunch ($30) by July 29.  989-837-1885 

Millard gave an update on LaVerne.  He is not in Midland currently, but with family.  He had Covid which 
then progressed into pneumonia.  Recovery could be longer than earlier an6cipated.   

Fred is missing his good friend Cal, who is walking, riding a bike, or gehng around by way of horse 
carriage.  Guess where he is? 

Kathy widened her apprecia6on for our beau6ful state with a recent visit to the UP.  She did no6ce, 
however, that there were some differences across the Bridge.  She brought back “interes6ng and 
perhaps funny” slides to share with the rest of us Trolls.  And I consider us to be double trolls since we 
live under the Bridge and also live in a town with the Tridge! 

We sang America (thanks, Dave) before Mary Lou (Thanks) gave the invoca6on.  And we did not forget 
to say the pledge. 

Kim then introduced John Searles who is the superintendent of the Midland County ESA.  He has been 
Superintendent for the past 12 years.  He explained the organiza6onal focus of the ESA and also some of 
the breadth of what Kim is responsible for doing.  She has a very full plate, covering many coun6es and 
collabora6ves.   

The MCESA serves students with disabili6es (birth through age 26) as well as providing career educa6on 
for secondary students, Great Start Readiness Program for pre-school students, and many other 
programs.  There will be a bond issue for voters to examine and vote on in the August 2 elec6on.   

Sugnet School was build in 1944, I believe.  That is where the MCESA is located.  It has been renovated 
and added on to over the years.  It also has sustained water damage due to issues that need to be 



addressed.  The students that are served in the Sugnet building have varying needs, some more severe 
than others.  The building needs to be renovated and added on to, according to an extensive survey 
done recently.  John stated that this project will “right size” their facility as well as provide spaces that 
can be used differently as needs change.  The ESA oversees and serves approximately 12,000 students in 
Midland County. 

The study began in 2018, with the ESA and Three Rivers jointly studying the needs to be met and the 
building needed to allow that to happen.  Safety measures had to be considered and the rules and 
regula6ons governing the popula6ons being served were required.  A completely new building was 
discussed as well as remodeling and adding an addi6on.  The best plan to meet needs and be financially 
conserva6ve  was determined to be renova6on and an addi6on.  The addi6on will serve those students 
with the most severe needs and renova6on will right size and provide space that can be transformed for 
offices or classrooms.  All of this will be accomplished with a 12-year 0.5 mill rate.  Specific informa6on 
can be found on the website Vote Yes For Hope.com.    Please check the website to find out what you will 
be vo6ng for or against.  And please be sure that you vote.  

Next week Karen Adams will be the greeter and will give the invoca6on.   

The bell was rung…Ding and Done for another week. 

If all of us recycle our water borles each week, how much trash will be kept out of the City landfill in one 
year?  Will that significantly decrease costs that are then passed on to each of us?  And what about the 
same for coffee grounds? Just wondering…. 

   


