
Kiwassee Kiwanis Newsle+er for August 9, 2022 

Presiding: Kathy Allen  Invoca6on: Kathy Allen  Editor: Penny Ecarius 

Announcements  

Rene:  Crop Walk is coming soon – October 2.  A few volunteers ae needed to help with the new 
offerings this year.  More news will be provided soon, as will a sign-up sheet.  Stay tuned.  Of note, Rene 
once again designed the t-shirt, and this year is the 50th year anniversary of the Midland Walk. 

Penny:  Progress is being made to have new Kiwassee shirts available for those who wish to purchase 
them.   We are geMng them from McCreadie Sales, a local business.  The shirts will be medium gray with 
white s6tching for the Kiwanis logo and Kiwassee Kiwanis.  The price will vary for sizes.  A clipboard will 
be available next week to sign up and pay.  Cash or check is acceptable.  One shirt for women and one for 
men will be available as an example to help determine the size you need to order.  It will take about two 
weeks for the order to arrive aQer we finalize it. 

Woman’s shirt $24.38  Man’s shirt up to XL $24.38  XXL is $26.50  XXXL is $27.56  if you want a 
pocket on any men’s shirt, add $3.00 I will have pricing on the sign-up sheet, I just want you to have 
informa6on to think about. 

Wednesday:  received an email from Dee.  We are off the hook for volunteering in the 4-H cafeteria.  
Take off your aprons, we don’t have to be culinary experts this year! 

And somewhere in this bunch of news, we heard that Duane and Terry are trudging through their 
experience with Covid.  We wish them a speedy recovery.  I wonder how many of us have hosted the 
nasty germ even though double vaxed, double boosted and have a hanger full of masks that we have 
used? 

Rudy:  Jr. Youth mee6ng today aQer our mee6ng.  New members are being accepted with a smile.  
Consider it, especially if you aren’t on a commidee or have a heart for these elementary age kids. 

Walt:  A big thank you to everyone who adended the YES WE CAN event at Crea6ve 360 last week.  And 
a big thank you to Walt and Joanne for all that they have done for the Midland Community over the 
years. 

Kathy:  Introduced Kerry Fischer, from the Department of Health and Human Services as a guest this 
week.  She was our presenter a couple of weeks ago.  Welcome to Kerry!  Good to see you here again. 

Birthdays:  None this week that anybody would admit to. 

Community News:  MBS will have rare WWII planes on display this weekend from a traveling (read that 
flying) exhibit.  Read the MDN if you want more details.   

SPORTS:  For those who love pigskin season…IT’S STARTING! 

Singing of America, Pledge, and Kathy gave the Invoca6on.  Thanks to Dave and Kathy 

And because we had a guest and needed to sound good, we sang SMILE. 

Roger introduced our speaker compliments of the Community Service commidee. 



Laura Vosejpka is the Execu6ve Director of Crea6ve 360.  She started her new job here in Midland aQer 
being hired in March of 2020.  Yes, she arrived back in Midland in 6me to experience our version of 
Covid as well as the dam failure.  (Some might say the damn dam failure, oops….)  Crea6ve 360 is 25 
years old and was the crea6on of Cynthia Keefe and Linda Z. Smith.  They both worked at the Community 
Center and had an idea for a place that would enhance lives through many avenues of the arts and other 
experiences.  Their core values at 360 are:  Inclusiveness, Respect, Crea6vity and Community. 

Laura said that they encourage new ideas for their offerings from community members.  Have an idea?  
Call 360!  They have 2 full 6me employees and 4 more part-6me.  They are funded by many donors – 
large and small – as well as using fees from some programs to fund others.  They also partner with other 
organiza6ons in town.  The excitement at 360 currently is their new site in downtown Midland.  They 
have leased the old post office site as an extension of their Bayliss site.  So many things are going on that 
they have run out of room at the former Salva6on Army building.  Their third site is the John Prad house 
out M-20.  It needs lots of work as it ages, but you are welcome to stop by any 6me to look (outside) at 
the piece of art created by Mr. Prad as he struggled to overcome mental illness.  He bequeathed the 
property to 360 upon his death in 1998. 

Currently 360 has technique classes…learn to paint in different mediums, work with clay, or other art 
forms.  ARTertainment classes, Crea6ve Kids classes, Open Studio, and Broadway Flights are other ways 
to express oneself.  They also present Old Time Radio shows periodically during the year.  If you are 
interested in checking out classes for yourself, look on their website at hdps://becrea6ve360.org.  Or, if 
you would like them to send a lis6ng to you, call and make a request.  And if you have some other 
ques6ons, ask our Alex.  He’s on their Board of Directors.   

Laura shared that Covid presented an opportunity for them to evaluate their programming to see what 
worked, even during a pandemic, and what should change.  They are now rebounding from the effects of 
the pandemic and making appropriate changes.  They have also increased their grant wri6ng to expand 
their funding sources.   She wants us to know that we can give to their endowment fund and your giQ 
gives forever.  Funding comes in large as well as small amounts and it all adds up to keeping the doors 
open and enhancing the lives of people in the Midland area.   

Laura was invited to join Kiwassee, since she men6oned that she was a former Kiwanis member in 
another state.  (Thanks, Sam.)  We will hope she finds us a good fit.  And we weren’t even on our best 
behavior.  

Next week our speaker will be from Safe and Sound and yours truly will be the greeter and providing the 
invoca6on. 

Ding…and done. 

Water bodles and coffee grounds.  Just takes a minute and helps preserve the Earth for our future 
genera6ons. 

Recycling center:  Who knew that you needed to sort the used baderies that you take there?  I do now! 

So, I will be siMng on my deck and sor6ng into separate boxes.  Thank goodness that we have a recycling 
center.  And I was amazed by the items that they have for resale.  I’ll try to make a list when I go to take 
my sorted baderies.  Don’t worry…I’ll share that with you.  Lol  Have a great week. 

 


